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We appreciate our 
subscriber of the day, 
the Ohio Christian 
University Library. 
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SUBSCRIBER OF THE DAY

1 Christian Encarna-
cion-Strand and Elly De 
La Cruz had RBI doubles, 

Frankie Montas pitched 5 2/3 
innings and the Cincinnati 
Reds beat the Philadelphia 
Phillies 4-1 on Wednesday 
night after a long rain delay. 
The game was originally 
scheduled for the afternoon, 
but the start was pushed 
back three hours because 
of heavy rain in the fore-
cast. Then the teams waited 
out an additional delay of 
3 hours, 55-minutes — the 
second-longest stoppage 
in the 20-year history of Citi-
zens Bank Park. Speaking of 
rain delays, there were a lot of 
Pickaway County high school 
sporting events canceled this 
week due to rainy weather. 
For sports, see page B2.  

2 Lot 302 was a part of 
old lot No. 11 and 12 on 
the Circle. One of the 

first occupants known was 
the M & W Pickaway Lodge 
No. 23 F. & A. M. on the third 
floor. Dates listed were 1845 
through 1852. Other early 
occupants were a shoe fac-
tory and the John Moss 
Saloon. By 1897 D. Strahm 
& Co. produced cigars there 
until 1901. W. H. Dotter pur-
chased the building in 1908 
and created a café and pool 
hall there which lasted until 
1909. To read Darlene Weav-
er’s Pickaway Places column, 
see page A3. 

3 On Monday, I plan to 
pack a picnic lunch, 
grab my ISO-approved 

glasses, get in the car, and 
drive a little bit northwest so 
I can join hundreds of thou-
sands of others in experienc-
ing a total solar eclipse. I first 
learned about eclipses by 
reading the Bobbsey Twin 
mysteries. To read more of 
Pastor Nancy Jo Dederer’s 
Values for Living column, see 
page A4.  

3 THINGS TO KNOW

MILES LAYTON
Editor

Circleville City Law Direc-
tor Kendra Kinney issued a state-
ment Thursday clarifying who 
will conduct investigations into 
Police Chief Shawn Baer and Act-
ing Police Douglas Davis, both of 
whom have been suspended with 
pay.

Baer was suspended March 11 
for allegations of misconduct.

Davis was suspended last week 
due to alleged employee miscon-
duct.

In Kinney’s statement to the 

media issued around 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, she said two law firms 
hired on the behalf of City Hall are 
conducting these investigations.

Investigations regarding Chief 
Shawn Baer and Acting 
Chief Douglas Davis are not 
being handled by the City of 
Circleville, contrary to the 
information circulating in 
the media. The investiga-
tions and advice on deci-
sions related to these mat-
ters have been and are continued to 
be provided by the law firms of Frost 
Brown Todd and by Fishel Downey 
Albrecht & Ripenhoff, LLC. In order 

to protect the integrity of the ongo-
ing investigations and required due 
process for individuals involved, the 
City of Circleville reserves comment 

until a time when the inves-
tigations have been com-
pleted or these firms are 
ready to make statements.

Kinney’s statement fol-
lows City Councilman 
Zack Brooks’s speech to 
the Council on Tuesday, in 
which he accused City Hall 

of withholding information about 
what’s been happening with the 
police department, which is under 
investigation by the state.

Brooks said though he’s filed a 
Public Records Request about two 
weeks ago with City Hall to learn 
more about what’s happening at 
CPD; he hasn’t received the doc-
uments he requested. Brooks said 
in some situations, media outlets’ 
requests for information had been 
prioritized over his requests.

When Kinney responded to 
Brooks’ statements regarding his 
Public Records Request, she never 
mentioned the law firms that City 
Hall hired to conduct the investi-
gations. Kinney referred Brooks’ 
inquiries to CPD.

LEXI HEIDISH
Pickaway Progress Partnership

William Murdock, the 
Executive Direc-
tor of the Mid-Ohio 

Regional Planning Commis-
sion (MORPC), presented to 
members of the Circleville 
Noon Rotary, shedding light on 
the region’s planned growth and 
sustainability initiatives.

MORPC, serving as the 
regional voice for Central Ohio 
communities, facilitates col-
laboration among stakehold-
ers to plan for future growth 
and ensure sustainability. With 
a focus on providing data anal-
ysis, community resources, and 
long-range planning, MORPC 
plays a pivotal role in guiding 
the development of the region.

During his presentation, 
Murdock emphasized the 
importance of “growing bet-
ter as we get bigger,” underscor-
ing the significance of respon-
sible growth strategies amid 
increasing population trends. 
With Central Ohio experienc-
ing notable growth, the need for 
homes and job opportunities is 
on the rise.

STAFF REPORTS

WESTERVILLE — Six 
APG-Ohio newspapers 
won a total of 14 Hooper 
Awards for 2023 during the 
Ohio News Media and Col-
legiate Fel-
lowship Day 
conference, 
which was 
held Thurs-
day at Quests 
Conference 
Center in 
Westerville.

“I am very 
proud of 
our team 
and their 
success,” 
said Paul 
Reynolds, 
regional 
president of 
APG-Ohio. 
“Their com-
mitment and 
pride for our 
local com-
munities is evident in the 
impressive array awards by a 
very talented team.”

LEXI HEIDISH 
Pickaway Progress Partnership

One tool used for eco-
nomic development in Pick-
away County is the Picka-
way County Port Author-
ity (Port). The Port works 
hand in hand with Pickaway 
Progress Partnership, Pick-
away County’s Commu-
nity Improvement Corpo-
ration (P3). For more infor-
mation about P3, see our 

introductory spotlight arti-
cle, or visit our website at 
pickawayprogress.com.

The Port is a governmen-
tal entity set up to promote 
economic development, 
facilitate infrastructure 
projects, and attract invest-
ment to Pickaway County. 
Despite its name, the Port 
may not be involved in mar-
itime activities like a tradi-
tional seaport; instead, the 
Port works to attract new 

businesses to the area and 
supports the expansion of 
existing ones.

The Port collaborates 
with various stakeholders 
including businesses, gov-
ernment agencies, educa-
tional institutions, and com-
munity organizations to 
use resources and expertise 
in achieving common eco-
nomic development goals. 

Not traveling to 
see Monday’s solar 
eclipse? You can 
watch it live online at 
our Circleville Her-
ald solar eclipse page, 
located at https://
www.circlevilleherald.
com/eclipse/. A lives-
tream of the eclipse 
will play on this page 
from 1–4 p.m., provid-
ing uninterrupted cov-
erage of this rare celes-
tial event.

For more about the 
eclipse, see page B1.

Circleville Noon Rotary 
learns about MORPC

SUBMITTED PHOTO

William Murdock, the Executive Director of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission (MORPC), recently spoke to the Circleville Noon Rotary Club. 
Murdock is pictured with Lexi Heidish, a member of Rotary and P3.

Circleville 
Herald wins 
ONMA 
awards

WATCH THE SOLAR ECLIPSE ONLINE 
WITH OUR LIVESTREAM PAGE

FILE PHOTO

Depiction of the outer 
atmosphere on the Sun, 
visible only during a total 
solar eclipse.

City Hall hires two law firms to investigate CPD issues

Kinney

Pickaway County Port Authority
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SPOTLIGHT
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Is Your Baby Way Too Cute?
Enter Our 2024

Smiling Faces, Beautiful Baby
Contest!

Where’s The Beach?

1st Place Winner: $100
2nd Place Winner: $75
3rd Place Winner: $25

HERE’S HOW TO ENTER:
Beginning March 30, 2024:

Visit www.circlevilleherald.com
Click on the “Entry Banner”.

Submit your baby’s photo and information requested.

It’s free to enter on
www.circlevilleherald.com

and the top 3 tots win prizes!

LOOK FOR DETAILS
in Saturday’s edition

March 30th in Circleville Herald Media!

Leading TheWay In Local News

Thanks To Our Sponsor!

STAFF REPORTS

COLUMBUS — The chief 
of the Coalton volunteer fire 
department pleaded guilty 
in U.S. District Court Thurs-
day to using more than 
$200,000 in fire department 
funds for personal expenses.

Johnny Baker, 37, of Well-
ston, Ohio, pleaded guilty to 
one count of mail fraud for 
the embezzlement, which 
included using fire depart-
ment money to have items 
for his personal use shipped 
to his house via UPS.

Baker has worked for the 
volunteer fire department 
since 2009, filling various 
roles including secretary/
treasurer, assistant fire chief, 
and as of January 2023, fire 
chief. Baker has been solely 
responsible for maintaining 
the department’s finances.

According to his court 
documents, from 2020 
until 2023, Baker used a fire 
department credit card for 
personal expenses, includ-
ing vacations and entertain-
ment, sports tickets, a utility 
task vehicle, firearms, home 
utility payments, electronics 
and clothing. Baker was the 
sole user of the credit card 
during this time.

Baker admitted to paying 

the credit card bills with fire 
department funds that he 
raised from the local com-
munity through a pull-tab 
gaming system, which he 
initially implemented as 
a fundraiser. Several local 
businesses sold pull tabs to 
the community and sent the 
proceeds to Baker.

As part of his plea, Baker 
has agreed to pay approxi-
mately $226,000 in restitu-
tion.

Mail fraud is a federal 
crime punishable by up to 
20 years in prison. Congress 
sets the maximum statu-
tory sentence, and sentenc-
ing of the defendant will be 
determined by the Court at a 
future hearing based on the 
advisory sentencing guide-
lines and other statutory fac-
tors.

Kenneth L. Parker, United 
States Attorney for the 
Southern District of Ohio, 
and Lesley Allison, Inspec-
tor in Charge, U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service (USPIS), 
Pittsburgh Division, 
announced the guilty plea 
entered today before U.S. 
District Judge Edmund A. 
Sargus, Jr. Assistant United 
States Attorney David J. 
Twombly is representing the 
United States in this case.

Jackson Co. volunteer 
fire chief pleads guilty 
to mail fraud

ISRAEL DISMISSES 2 
OFFICERS OVER DEADLY 
DRONE STRIKES ON AID 

WORKERS IN GAZA
JERUSALEM — The 

Israeli military has dis-
missed two officers and rep-
rimanded three others for 
their roles in drone strikes 
in Gaza that killed seven aid 
workers on a food-delivery 
mission. The military said a 
retired general’s investiga-
tion into the killings found 
the officers mishandled 
critical information and 
violated the army’s rules of 
engagement. The results of 
the investigation marked 
an embarrassing admission 
by Israel, which faces grow-
ing accusations from key 
allies, including the U.S., of 
not doing enough to protect 
civilians. It was not clear 
whether the punishments 
and an apology would calm 
an outcry over the deaths of 
the workers or reassure aid 
groups it was safe to resume 
operations. The food char-
ity called it an import-
ant step but said systemic 
change is needed.

BLINKEN SAYS ISRAELI 
OFFERS TO INCREASE 

FLOW OF AID TO GAZA 
ARE WELCOME BUT MAY 

NOT BE SUFFICIENT
LEUVEN, Belgium — 

U.S. Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken says that mea-
sures the Israeli government 
has announced to expand 
the flow of aid into Gaza are 
welcome but may not be 
enough to meet the Biden 
administration’s demands 
for dramatic improvements 
in humanitarian conditions 
in the territory. Blinken 
said Friday that opening 
more border crossings, if 
fully implemented, has the 
potential to surge assistance 
to Palestinians caught in 
the fighting between Israel 
and Hamas. However, the 
U.S. also wants to see tangi-
ble steps to bolster the pro-
tection of civilians and aid 
workers. Blinken called for 
an independent investi-
gation into the killing ear-
lier this week of seven aid 
workers in Israeli airstrikes, 
which sparked international 
outrage.

IRAN VOWS TO ‘PUNISH 
ZIONIST REGIME’ OVER 

DEADLY STRIKE ON 
IRANIAN CONSULATE 

ATTRIBUTED TO ISRAEL
TEHRAN, Iran — The 

commander of Iran’s pow-
erful Revolutionary Guard 
has warned that “our brave 
men will punish the Zion-
ist regime.” He was esca-
lating threats of retal-
iation Friday against 
Israel for an airstrike 
that killed seven of the 
group’s members, includ-
ing two Iranian gener-
als, earlier this week. The 
strike, widely attributed to 
Israel, destroyed the con-
sular section at the Ira-
nian embassy in Syria. The 
attack on an Iranian dip-
lomatic compound was a 
significant escalation in 
what has been a long-run-
ning shadow war between 
the two archenemies, and 
Israel has been bracing for 
an Iranian response. The 
Tensions flared against 
the backdrop of the six-
month-old Israel-Hamas 
war in Gaza and raised 
renewed fears of a widen-
ing regional conflict.

FORMER TRUMP 
OFFICIALS ARE AMONG 

THE MOST VOCAL 
OPPONENTS OF 

RETURNING HIM TO THE 
WHITE HOUSE

NEW YORK — Donald 
Trump’s former Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper has 
called the former presi-
dent a “threat to democ-
racy” and says he won’t 
vote for him in 2024. For-
mer Vice President Mike 
Pence has declined to 
endorse his former run-
ning mate. His former 
national security adviser 
John Bolton has described 
him as “unfit to be presi-
dent.” As Trump seeks the 
presidency a third time, 
he’s being shadowed by 
a chorus of people who 
served in his administra-
tion who have become 
sharp critics, some offer-
ing dire predictions about 
his return to power. While 
past presidents may have 
occasional detractors or 
public critics among those 
who served them, the 
stark messages from many 
former Trump insiders are 
very unusual.

US EMPLOYERS ADDED 
A SURPRISINGLY 

ROBUST 303,000 JOBS 
IN MARCH IN A SIGN OF 
ECONOMIC STRENGTH
WASHINGTON — 

America’s employers deliv-
ered another outpouring of 
jobs in March, adding a siz-
zling 303,000 workers to 
their payrolls and bolstering 
hopes that the economy can 
vanquish inflation without 
succumbing to a recession in 
the face of high interest rates. 
Last month’s job growth was 
up from a revised 270,000 
in February and far above 
the 200,000 economists had 
forecast. By any measure, it 
amounted to a strong month 
of hiring, and it reflected the 
economy’s ability to with-
stand the pressure of high 
borrowing costs resulting 
from the Federal Reserve’s 
interest rate hikes. With the 
nation’s consumers continu-
ing to spend, many employ-
ers have kept hiring to meet 
steady customer demand. 
The unemployment rate 
dipped to 3.8% from 3.9% in 
February.

NEW MASS GRAVES IN 
RWANDA REVEAL CRACKS 

IN RECONCILIATION 
EFFORTS, 30 YEARS AFTER 

THE GENOCIDE
HUYE, Rwanda — New 

mass graves are still being 
found in Rwanda, 30 years 
after the country’s geno-
cide in which an estimated 
800,000 Tutsi were killed by 
extremist Hutu in massacres 

that lasted over 100 days. 
It’s a stark reminder as the 
nation marks the grim anni-
versary next week not only of 
its determination to recon-
cile with the past but also of 
the challenges it faces in aim-
ing for lasting peace. Every 
new discovery traumatizes 
survivors all over again. The 
head of a prominent geno-
cide survivor’s group and 
several other Rwandans said 
the discoveries underscore 
that more needs to be done 
for true reconciliation.

CLEANUP BEGINS AS 
SPRING NOR’EASTER 

MOVES ON. BUT 
HUNDREDS OF 

THOUSANDS STILL LACK 
POWER

Snow showers are linger-
ing as the cleanup begins fol-
lowing a major spring storm 
that brought heavy snow, rain 
and high winds to the North-
east. Hundreds of thousands 
of homes and businesses 
are still without power in 
Maine and New Hampshire. 
Well over a foot of snow and 
gusty winds were reported in 
many parts of northern New 
England by Thursday eve-
ning. Some areas got closer to 
2 feet. The National Weather 
Service says low pressure 
meandering through the 
Gulf of Maine will mean con-
tinued snow showers over 
northern New York, New 
England, and the spine of the 
Appalachians in West Vir-
ginia from Friday into Sat-
urday.

ASSOCIATED PRESS NEWS BRIEFS

Highlighting data from 
MORPC’s Population 
Resource Hub for Pickaway 
County, Murdock projected 
an approximate increase of 
20,000 people in the county 
over the next two decades. 
He pointed out Pickaway 
County’s strategic location, 
situated within 40-60 min-
utes of major companies like 
Intel, Honda, and LG, posi-
tions it as an attractive res-
idential area for employees 
working in the region.

In addition to discuss-
ing population trends, Mur-
dock showcased MORPC’s 
ongoing initiatives, includ-
ing long-range transpor-
tation planning. He men-
tioned the Central Ohio 
Rural Planning Organization 
(CORPO), which consists 
of seven counties and is sup-
ported by MORPC. Last year, 
CORPO unveiled its 2023-
2025 Transportation Plan, 
outlining transportation 

strategies for counties such 
as Fairfield, Knox, Madison, 
Marion, Morrow, Pickaway, 
and Union.

Murdock concluded his 
presentation by reaffirming 
the prospects of growth and 
development in Pickaway 
County, emphasizing that the 
region will continue to wit-
ness improvements over the 
next five years and beyond.

For those seeking further 
information about MORPC 
or CORPO, Murdock 
encouraged exploration of 
their website at morpc.org.

The Circleville Noon Rota-
ry’s upcoming meeting on 
April 4th will feature Jon 
Melchi from the Building 
Industry Association of Cen-
tral Ohio, who will delve into 
housing dynamics in Picka-
way County and the broader 
region.

Interested individuals can 
access previous articles from 
the Noon Rotary Economic 
Development series on The 
Herald’s website or at picka-
wayprogress.com/news.

Rotary/from A1


