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We appreciate our sub-
scriber of the day, the 
Pickaway County Trea-
surer’s Office.    
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1Monday night, the 
Lady Braves defeated 
the Lady Mus-

tangs 11-0 in their season 
opener. Logan Elm came 
out swinging in the bot-
tom of the first where they 
scored seven runs.  West-
fall was unable to over-
come the 7-0 lead the 
Braves had at the end of 
the first. Logan Elm got the 
11-0 win over Westfall to 
open the 2024 season. To 
read more local sports, see 
page B1.  

2The Soviet Union fell 
because of human 
frailty among the 

leadership. Communism 
itself was much more 
than an ‘experiment’, as 
described by your contrib-
utor. It was an attempt to 
ensure that everyone had 
‘enough’. The state pro-
vided. Here, people feared 
communism because 
they didn’t understand it. 
The press demonized the 
idea that everyone could 
have enough, and not too 
much, preferring a system 
whereby we have super 
rich at one end and home-
less at the other. To read 
more of Phil Fletcher’s col-
umn, see page A6. 

3The iconic Belvedere 
atop Circleville City 
Hall has been lov-

ingly restored to its for-
mer glory, marking the cul-
mination of a meticulous 
preservation effort under-
taken by the Durable Res-
toration Company. To read 
more about this architec-
tural gem, see page A5.  

3 THINGS TO KNOW

LEADING THE WAY IN LOCAL NEWS

MILES LAYTON
Editor

The Circleville Police Depart-
ment has been in the regional 
news for the past few weeks so 
much so that there has been a new 
headline nearly every week, so 
here is the latest.

According to a statement from 
City Hall, Acting Police Chief Don 
Davis was suspended with pay 

Monday due to alleged employee 
misconduct.

As to who is in charge of CPD, 
City Hall issued a statement that 
said CPD is “in the capable hands 
of experienced leaders within the 
agency. The city took this action in 
order to protect the integrity of the 
department while the investigation 
is ongoing.”

Sgt. Kenny Fisher was sworn in 
as Acting Police Chief on Tuesday 
morning.

Moreover, the Ohio Audi-
tor’s office and the Ohio Attorney 

General’s Ohio Police Officer 
Training Academy are now investi-
gating CPD.

When the Herald reached out to 
Mayor Michelle Blanton for com-
ment, she had no additional com-
ment on the ongoing investigations.

That’s not the end of the story 
though — former City Safety 
Director Steven Wilkinson 
explained in no uncertain terms 
why he thinks he was fired March 
15 after about a week on the job. 
Wilkinson was the third safety 
director hired by City Hall within 

the last two years.
“Three safety directors have been 

asked to resign or terminated in 
the past two years — the common 
denominator attempting to hold 
the police department account-
able,” Wilkinson said during his 
speech to City Council on March 
19. “I was terminated for blow-
ing the whistle on past miscon-
duct, and Michelle’s lack of courage 
to address misconduct within the 
police department.”

DAVE HORNING
For the Herald

The Pickaway County Board 
of Elections (BOE) released a let-
ter Saturday explaining that there 
was a “discrepancy in the unoffi-
cial election results which added 
more absentee vote totals than 
were cast for all candidates.”

The BOE reported that the dis-
crepancy resulted when a USB 
thumb drive containing a “test 
data pattern” was inserted into 
the tabulating computer by mis-
take. The data included votes 

for candidates on the Pickaway 
County ballot.

Thus, the unofficial results 
include these test data votes, 
which will need to be subtracted 
from the unofficial votes as part 
of the process to determine the 
official results.

The USB information was 
erased after the votes were 
uploaded into the tabulating 
computer. The official Pickaway 
County ballot was used in the test 
data pattern. The votes that were 
added in error are known and are 
documented.

The BOE has not released that 
data or even how many votes were 
in the test data pattern.

Additionally, there are 117 pro-
visional ballots that are still being 
reviewed for addition to the unof-
ficial results. Also, as of election 
day, there were 68 absentee bal-
lots that had not been returned.

Only 18 have now been deemed 
valid as they had to be post-
marked on or before March 18 
and received in the mail at the 
BOE by Saturday, May 23 .

The official results will be 
released by the BOE at 3 p.m. 

Friday, March 29 in the con-
ference room at the Pickaway 
County Job & Family Services 
location at 1005 S. Pickaway 
Street in Circleville.

The unofficial results, which 
were released on March 19, will 
not be updated or changed until 
the release of the official results. 
Those unofficial results showed 
that there were 36,996 registered 
voters, and, as of March 19, there 
were 15,096 Total ballots cast for 
a turnout of 40.8%.

MILES LAYTON
Editor

Westfall Schools’ Board of Educa-
tion is poised to hire a familiar face 
as the next superintendent at a spe-
cial meeting on Thursday.

BOE seeks to approve Westfall 
High School Princi-
pal Jason Fife to lead 
the Mustangs’ nation 
at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Westfall Community 
Room.

“Jason is a tal-
ented and respected 
administrator in our 
district,” BOE President Mark Ruff 
said. “He has served as our Mid-
dle School Principal and currently 
serves as our High School Principal.”

Fife was one of eight candidates 
that applied for the position.

“He is focused on students and 
the entire Westfall community,” Ruff 
said. “As a part of his responsibilities, 
he will be working with the Board of 
Education as we focus on our three 
pillars of emphasis — Safety, educat-
ing the whole child, also being good 
stewards of the gifts and goodwill of 
the community.”

Fife will assume the role on August 
1 when Superintendent Jeff Sheets 
retires.

“Jeff has been at the helm of West-
fall for five years,” Ruff said. “During 
that time period, he has led our 
school community with class and 
competence. He has instilled a 
renewed sense of pride in our dis-
trict and has definitely made West-
fall better. Jeff will forever be a Mus-
tang! The Board of Education and 
the entire Westfall community wish 
to thank Jeff for all of his efforts and 
wish him well in the future.”

LEXI HEIDISH
Pickaway Progress Partnership

Claire Jennings, the 
Regional Project Manager at 
Central Ohio Transit Author-
ity (COTA), presented at the 
Circleville Noon Rotary with 
insights into COTA’s innova-
tive mobility endeavors.

During the meeting March 
21 Jennings shed light on the 
forthcoming mobility center 
in Rickenbacker International 
Airport, which promises to 
forge vital connections with 
regional transit systems like 
Pickaway County Community 
Action (PICCA).

The $24.3 million proj-
ect is aimed at boosting eco-
nomic development in the area 
that currently employs about 
38,000 people in the region. 
The mobility center aims to 
facilitate access to essential 

services such as childcare, 
workforce development, train-
ing, and healthcare for indi-
viduals working in and around 
the Rickenbacker vicinity and 
is slated to open in 2025.

Employees in the Ricken-
backer Area can now catch a 
ride from PICCA transporta-
tion stops in Circleville and 
Ashville to the Rickenbacker 
Area beginning April 1. Call 
(740) 474-8835 for more 
information.

City Hall suspends Acting CPD Chief Davis
Sgt. Kenny Fisher sworn 
in as Acting Police Chief

Circleville Noon Rotary learns 
more about regional transit systems
Work underway for the 
$24.3 million mobility 
center at Rickenbacker 
International Airport.

{span}Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) Regional Project Manager Claire Jennings provided an pre-
sentation about the mobility center at Rickenbacker International Airport and how Pickaway County will 
be affected. {/span}Pictured Left to Right: Steve Welsh (Mayor, Ashville), Joe Allen (Village Administrator, 
South Bloomfield), Becky Hammond (Executive Director, PICCA), Lexi Heidish (P3, Assistant Director), Claire 
Jennings (Regional Project Manager, COTA), and Jeff Phillips (Business Development Director, PICCA).

Board of Elections prepares for release of Official Results

Westfall poised 
to hire Fife as 
Superintendent

Fife

More TRANSIT   |   A2 More FIFE   |   A2

More RESULTS   |   A2

More CHIEF   |   A3



Circleville Herald - 03/28/2024 Page : A02

April 8, 2024 9:45 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A2    |   THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2024 CIRCLEVILLE HERALD

THIS IS TODAY’S
LUCKY SHAMROCK!

Note this page
number for your
entry in the

LUCKY DAY
CONTEST!

Serving Families in our
Community since 1840

151 E.Main Street, Circleville
740-474-3750 • www.schoedinger.com

The Granite Specialist
You Can $Bank$ On!

Shop the competitions, get
a price & give us a call, you’ll
be pleasantly surprised.

Over 400 memorials in stock
to choose from.

Monument Company
Southern Ohio

172 E. Main St.,
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601

740-773-5100 or 1-800-682-6175
Ross County’s Leading
Monument Dealer*
* According to 2022
Township Records

$399Double
Monument Special

 CIRCLEVILLE - Deborah 
Lynn (McMillan) Perkins 
Edwards, 64, of  Circleville 
passed away Saturday 
March 16, 2024 in her 
home.  She was born 
August 13, 1959 to the late 
Mac and Betty McMillan. 
Deborah is proceeded 
in death by her parents, 
brother Bobbie McMillan, 
step mother Marge 
McMillan and special 
family friend Dick Noe. 
She is survived by her 
husband of  16 years Roger 
Edwards. Also surviving 
are stepson Kyle Edwards 
of  Circleville, mother-
in-law Bessie Edwards 
of  Circleville, David 
(Terrell) Edwards of  
Amanda, Carolyn Carle 
of  Galloway and many 
nieces and nephews.  
Deborah was a 1977 
Graduate of  Whitehall 
High school. She worked 
as a public service 
for over 30 years. She 
attended Ohio State 
University, Capital 
University where she 
received her RN and 
additional training at 
Ohio University. 
 She enjoyed gardening, 
spending time with her 
puppies and helping out 
others when needed.   
Memorial Gathering 
Services will be held 
Monday April 1, 2024 from 
6:00-8:00 pm at Wellman 
Funeral Home in Circlev-
ille.   Online condolences 
can be made to www.
wellmanfuneralhomes.
com.

Deborah Perkins
 CIRCLEVILLE - Mark 
Passmore, 89, of  
Circleville passed away 
on March 26, 2024.  He 
was born on September 
21, 1934 in Glencoe, 
Ohio to Mark and Clara 
(Wheeler) Passmore.  In 
addition to his parents 
he was preceded in death 
by his daughter Patricia 
Passmore.  He retired 
from RCA and Mission 
Gas.  After retirement he 
along with his son and 
grandson built Marks 
Golf  on Tarlton Road.  
Mark is survived by his 
wife Patricia (Campbell) 
Passmore; son Mark 
(Euteva) Passmore; 
grandchildren Jason, 
Seth, Skye, Mark III and 
Hygia; 15 great grand-
children and 1 great, 
great granddaughter.  
Cremation has been 
observed.  
 Online condolences can 
be made to www.wellman-
funeralhomes.com.

Mark Passmore
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Editor’s note: According 
to ORC 121.22 (f), every pub-
lic body, by rule, shall estab-
lish a reasonable method 
whereby any person may 
determine the time and place 
of all regularly scheduled 
meetings and the time, place, 
and purpose of all special 
meetings. A public body shall 
not hold a special meeting
unless it gives at least twen-
ty-four hours’ advance notice
to the news media that have 
requested notification, except
in the event of an emergency
requiring immediate offi-
cial action. In the event of an 
emergency, the member or 
members calling the meeting 
shall notify the news media 
that have requested notifica-
tion immediately of the time, 
place, and purpose of the
meeting.

PLEASE send meeting 
announcements via EMAIL 
to news@circlevilleherald.
com and/or mlayton@cir-
clevilleherald.com

Reminder — please 

continue to send via email 
meeting announcements 
for each month. There are 
dozens of local govern-
ment units with meetings 
to publish and just one of 
me to process this day to 
day, week to week.

THURSDAY, MARCH 28
• Circleville Police 

Department will hold a 
Records Retention meeting 
at 10 a.m. Thursday, March 
28 in the basement training 
room of the police depart-
ment.

MONDAY, APRIL 1
• Circleville Town-

ship Trustees will meet at 
6 p.m. Monday, April 1 at 
the Township Office, 2665 

North Court Street, Circlev-
ille.

• The Muhlenberg Town-
ship Trustees will hold 
their monthly meeting at 
7 p.m. Monday, April 1 at 
the Muhlenberg Township 
House, 16661 Main Street in 
Darbyville.

• Jackson Township Trust-
ees will hold their monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m. Mon-
day April 1 at the Township 
Community Center, 20010 
Fox Rd, Circleville.

• Walnut Township Trust-
ees will meet at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, April 1 Walnut Town-
ship House, 16017 Win-
chester Road, Ashville.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3
• The Pickaway County 

Veterans Service commis-
sion will meet at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 3 at 141 W 
Main Street.

• The City of Circleville 
Park Commission will meet 
at 4:30 pm on Wednesday, 
April 3 in Council Cham-
bers.

• The City of Circleville 
Planning & Zoning Com-
mission will meet at 5:30 pm 
on Wednesday, April 3 in 
Council Chambers.

THURSDAY, APRIL 4
• The Southern Ohio 

Council of Governments 
(SOCOG) will hold its next 
board meeting on Thursday, 
April 4 at the SOCOG office 
located at 167 West Main 
Street in Chillicothe, Ohio. 
For more information, or to 
join the meeting virtually, 
call 740-775-5030. SOCOG 
provides administrative sup-
port for the County Boards 
of Developmental Disabili-
ties in Adams, Brown, Clin-
ton, Fayette, Gallia, High-
land, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Meigs, Pickaway, Pike, Ross, 
Scioto and Vinton counties. 
Our primary focus is quality 
assurance, provider compli-
ance, investigative services 
and residential administra-
tion of waivers and support-
ive living in order to provide 
individualized, personal 

support to people with 
developmental disabilities.

• Scioto Township Trust-
ees will meet at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 4 at the Sci-
oto Township Service Cen-
ter

MONDAY, APRIL 8
Deercreek Township 

Trustees will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, April 8 at 9980 US 
RT 22 in the Williamsport 
Township Building.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10
Madison Township Trust-

ees will meet at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 10 at the 
Township House.

THURSDAY, APRIL 11
Pickaway Metropolitan 

Housing Authority will meet 
at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, April 
11 at the Pickaway Metro-
politan Housing Authority 
office. The PMHA meets at 
8:30 a.m. on the 2nd Thurs-
day of each month at the 
Pickaway Metropolitan 
Housing Authority office. 

No meeting will be held in 
July or December.

MONDAY, APRIL 15
Circleville Township 

Trustees will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, April 15 at the 
Township Office, 2665 
North Court Street, Circlev-
ille.

THURSDAY, APRIL 18
Scioto Township Trustees 

will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
April 18 at the Scioto Town-
ship Service Center

MISCELLANEOUS
• Pickaway County Air-

port Authority meets on the 
second Monday of every 
month at 7 p.m. in the air-
port administration build-
ing.

• The Pic-A-Fay Joint Fire 
District’s regularly sched-
uled Board Meetings are 
held the second Thursday of 
every month, 5:30 pm at the 
Fire House, 17 N. Church 
Street, New Holland.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

Additionally, attendees gained 
valuable insights into COTA’s 
ambitious Central Ohio trans-
portation initiative. Dubbed 
LinkUS, this comprehensive plan 
encompasses the introduction of 
five new Bus Rapid Transit lines. 
Impressively, COTA is amplifying 
its service hours by a staggering 
45%, demonstrating a commit-
ment to enhancing accessibility 
and convenience for commuters.

For more information about 

COTA and LinkUS, you can visit 
their website at linkuscolumbus.
com. Look for the next Rotary 
update article featuring the Mid-
Ohio Regional Planning Com-
mittee covering economic devel-
opment at a regional level, visiting 
Rotary on March 28. All previous 
Noon Rotary recaps can be found 
on the Circleville Herald’s website 
and at pickawayprogess.com/news.

Lexi Heidish is the Assistant Director of 
Pickaway Progress Partnership (P3) and 
the Pickaway County Port Authority. Much 
appreciated!

Transit/from A1

The website data also 
shows mail absentee bal-
lots received as on March 
19 were 2,464 with 1,887 
of them were cast in the 
Republican primary.

Because of several close 
elections, there has been 
widespread interest in this 
error and how the correc-
tions will affect the final 
results.

In the Republican Pri-
mary Sheriff ’s Race, the 
unofficial results show 
incumbent Sheriff Matt 
Hafey with 5,548 votes and 
Dale Thomas with 5,411, 
for a difference of just 137 
votes.

There were also other 
close contests that could be 
affected by the subtraction 

of the test data pattern and 
the addition of provisional 
and absentee votes. In the 
contests for Republican 
Central Committee, there 
are many close elections. In 
Circleville-South precinct, 
Richard Elsea leads Tammy 
Downs-McCaffrey by just 
one vote, 117 to 116! In Cir-
cleville-North, Mike Whit-
ten leads Randall Winter by 
just 4 votes, 82-78.

In Circleville-Northwest, 
James Sizemore also leads 
by just 4 votes, 50-46. There 
are three other Republican 
Central Committee races 
that are within 10 votes.

The online version of this 
story includes an appendix 
showing how close this elec-
tion was for some races.

Another matter that 
has raised concern is the 

incumbent sheriff wearing 
his uniform to some of the 
polling locations on Elec-
tion Day. The Ohio Revised 
Code, Section 3599.38, 
covers the issue of illegally 
influencing voters while 
performing election duties. 
This provision states that:

(A) No election offi-
cial, observer, deputy sher-
iff, special deputy sheriff, 
or police officer, while per-
forming that person’s duties 
related to the casting of 
votes, shall do either of the 
following:

(1) Wear any badge, 
sign, or other insignia or 
thing indicating that per-
son’s preference for any can-
didate or for any question 
submitted at an election;

(2) Influence or attempt 
to influence any voter to 

cast the voter’s ballot for or 
against any candidate or 
issue submitted at an elec-
tion.

(B) Whoever violates 
division (A) of this section 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
of the first degree.

This regulation does not 
appear to cover or affect 
the sheriff. This could be 
because the county sheriff 
is the top law enforcement 
officer in the county and is 
considered to always be on 
duty.

The Ohio Secretary of 
State directs every sheriff in 
their election day respon-
sibilities and puts them in 
charge of the elections in 
their county.

Editor’s Note: This article was writ-
ten by Dave Horning, a local busi-
nessman and civic leader. 

Results/from A1

Fife will lead a top quality 
school system with more 
than 1,300 students, served 
by 200 employees and a 
budget of $17.3 million.

A new multi-use build-
ing that was built between 
the high school and mid-
dle school, where Fife also 
formerly served as prin-
cipal, was completed last 
fall and was paid for by 

a voter-approved levy in 
November 2020.

The project cost $30 mil-
lion. The 1.93 mil bond 
issue provided $15 million 
and the BOE borrowed the 
other $15 million, which 
will be paid over a period 
of time through the gen-
eral fund. The levy fund-
ing was used to renovate 
the existing middle and 
high school facilities and 
paid for the new building, 
which includes a cafete-
ria, new gym, media cen-
ter, community meeting 
room, and pair of new sci-
ence laboratories for both 
the High School and Mid-
dle School buildings.

Fife/from A1

In October, there was groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the future $24.3 
million mobility center being built 
at Rickenbacker International Air-
port. Slated to open in 2025, the proj-
ect is aimed at boosting economic 
development and facilitate access to 
essential services such as childcare, 
workforce development, training, and 
healthcare for individuals working in 
and around the Rickenbacker vicinity 
and is slated to open in 2025. Photos 
show Rickenbacker International Air-
port’s exterior and lobby areas.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Tax changes small business owners should 
be aware of as the tax deadline looms

As Tax Day approaches, there are plenty of things small 
business owners should keep in mind when filing taxes 
this year. April 15 is still the annual tax deadline for many 
small businesses although, unlike individuals, small busi-
nesses can have varying deadlines depending on the type 
of company, the state the taxes are filed in, and other fac-
tors. Quarterly estimated tax payments are generally 
required throughout the year. Since business tax filing is 
complex, most experts recommend small business owners 
work with a professional tax adviser rather than trying to 
file on their own or even with tax-filing software.

ASSOCIATED PRESS BUSINESS BRIEF


