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1 Primary Election 
season is over, so 
candidates – win or 

lose – should consider 
an advertisement to 
thank the voters and their 
supporters. For more 
information, reach out 
Circleville Herald General 
Manager Sherrie Bossart 
at APG Media at (740) 856-
0741. 

2Last year, the Teays 
Valley softball 
team finished the 

season with an overall 
record of 24-5. The 2023 
season ended for the 
Lady Vikings after a 
District semifinal loss to 
Olentangy Berlin. With the 
2024 season beginning 
on Saturday, Teays Valley 
Coach Derrick Hastler 
discussed what the team 
focused on during the 
offseason. “Leading up 
to the season we did a 
lot more base running, 
so staying aggressive on 
the bases. That’s always 
been a focus but we have, 
program wide, about fifty 
percent freshman. So we 
wanted to reinstill that 
idea of being aggressive 
on the bases.” To read 
this story and more local 
sports, see page B1. 

3Never thought 
I would see the 
day that a county 

Recorder’s race would 
generate a flurry of letters 
to the editor. Sheriff’s race 
– I get why that election 
generates interest. If it 
were up to me, some 
county offices would 
not be on the ballot but 
be appointed positions 
or elected through non-
partisan elections. To 
read more of Editor Miles 
Layton’s column, see 
page A4.  

3 THINGS TO KNOW

Editor’s Note: Academic excel-
lence should be applauded and 
praised as much as throwing the 
game winning pass Friday night, so 
we’re going to publish each school’s 
Honor Roll starting on the front 
page. Congrats to these Vikings’ 
High School scholars who made 
good grades in the Third Nine 
Week’s Honor Roll. On that note, 
any school who wants their honor 
rolls published should send that list 
to mlayton@apg-oh.com 

GRADE 9
Jacob Abercrombie, Aiden Adair, 

Charlotte Adams, Violet Adams, 
Mackenzie Addy, Mylee Adorno, 

Sana Afzaal, Stephen Alava, Aiden 
Allmon, Hussein Amin, Alyssa Ander-
son, Paige Baker, Kaden Barrick, Jack 
Baumgardner, Alabama Beumer, 
Hayden Blackstock, Rebecca Blair, 
Cameron Blake, Owen Blake, Trinity 
Blake, Joseph Balney, Katelyn Blaney, 
Kaylee Borgman, Sophia Boyer, Evan-
geline Branch, Trevor Bridges, Lau-
ren Bright, Samuel Bristle, Addi-
son Brown, Austin Brown, Chesney 
Brown, Miley Brown, Natalie Brown, 
Mia Browning, Amelia Brumfield, 
Sydney Brumfield, Brylee Brunton, 
Madilyn Burdette, Merveille Myirin-
giro, Samuel Caceres, Emma Cam-
den, Brielle Cannon, Cohen Carpen-
ter, Kaleb Cassady, Franciska Cas-
tro-Climer, Benton Caudill, Michael 

Chaffin, Ryleigh Clark, Brandon Cle-
mens, Jerzy Cline, Leyton Cline, 
Joseph Collins, Alyssa Corcoran, 
Carsen Cordes, Kaleb Crabtree, McK-
enna Craft, Hayden Crawford, Chel-
sea Crossen, Brendan Cupp, Ange-
lena Dail, Abigail Daniels, Allison 
Dean, Lainey Deemer, Olivia Delape, 
Aeron Denton, William DeVors, 
Mathew Diaz-Hatfield, Micah Dick, 
Natasha Diddle, Brayden Dixon, Eze-
kiel Dixon, Makayla Dunbar, Wil-
liam Dutton, Noah Eden, Brook-
lyn Edwards, Elise Edwards, Tucker 
Ehman, Marley Erler, Bryce Fer-
rell, Jenna Ferrell, Chrystian Finley, 
Brody Fitch, Sarah Fitzpatrick, Jack-
son Fleming, Brycen Fletcher, James 
Fooce, Mallory Frabott, Lillianna Fritz, 

Briar Furby, Eva Gaal, Reese Galinger, 
Talia Garten, Stephen Gentzel, Peter 
Graham, Carson Grey, Harper Grimes, 
Caleb Hagerman, Gaige Hall, Cody 
Hall-Stout, Lilly Hayhurst-Berry, Noah 
Haynes, Julia Helenthal, Brennan Hel-
ton, Faye Hendericks, Lilliyan Hen-
dericks, Peyton Hendricks, Audrey 
Henson, Charles Herald, Yahir Her-
nandez Garcia, Mikayla HIckel, Noah 
Hilgenberg, Blake Hines, Carson Hix. 
Genica Holland, Brayden Holt, Tessa 
Horsley, Avery Hostutler, Brayden 
Houser, Landyn Huffman, Dayton 
Hughes-Cruse, Dustin Huhn, Garri-
son Isaac, Jersey Jackson, Layla Jen-
kins, Charles Jett, 

Teays Valley High School’s 3rd Nine Weeks Honor Roll

MILES LAYTON
Editor

Westfall Superintendent Jeff 
Sheets is retiring.

Good guy and a great superin-
tendent!

“After working five years at 
Westfall as the superintendent, I 
am retiring effective July 31,” he 
said.

Sheets submitted his notice to 
the Westfall Board of Education in 
February. That early notice gives 
the district ample time to find the 
right candidate for the position 
and allow for a seamless transition. 
The Board of Education began 
its superintendent search almost 
immediately.

“I look for them to name a new 
superintendent very soon,” he said.

Sheets said he 
enjoyed his time in 
Mustangs’ country.

“I have very much 
enjoyed my time at 
Westfall,” he said.

Sheets leaves 
a legacy that will 
echo for an eternity.

“I am proud that Westfall Local 
Schools provide so many activ-
ities to allow varied opportuni-
ties for our students to excel,” he 
said. “I am also proud that Westfall 
has constructed a 62,000 square 
foot addition that connects the 
newly renovated high and middle 
schools.”

Flashback to March 2023, when 
the Westfall School District com-
munity got its first tour of the new 
multi-use building built between 
the High School and Middle 
School, which was paid for by a 
voter-approved levy in November 
2020.

The project cost $30 million. 
The 1.93 mil bond issue provided 
$15 million. The board of 
education borrowed the other 
$15 million, which will be paid 
over a period of time through the 
general fund.

Westfall Schools’ 
Superintendent 
poised to retire

MILES LAYTON 
Editor

Big news for Pickawway 
County — Sofidel, a lead-
ing manufacturer of toilet 

paper, is expanding its produc-
tion capacity in Circleville.

Governor Mike DeWine and 
other local leaders used shiny 
shovels to turn over some dirt at 
a ceremonial groundbreaking 
on a sunny Thursday morning 
for the company’s $185 million 
expansion project that promises 
to add an additional 100+ more 
employees to the plant’s work-
force, estimated to be around 
500 Ohioans.

“We’re thrilled by your suc-
cess. We’re happy to have you in 
Ohio and just appreciate it very, 
very much,” DeWine said. “It’s 
been a very, very good partner-
ship. I think there’s a lot to cel-
ebrate for Ohio and Circlev-
ille. The demand for your issue 

paper product is great and this 
$185 million investment you’re 
making will increase the facil-
ity’s production capacity. We’ll 
expect you’ll be able to continue 
to grow.”

Pickaway County Commis-
sion President Jay Wippel spoke to 
Sofidel’s dedicated employees and 
commitment to Pickaway County.

‘You are welcome here in Ohio’

Groundbreaking held for Sofidel’s $185M expansion project

PHOTO FROM TIM COLBURN

Governor Mike DeWine, local leaders and Sofidel executives held a groundbreaking Thursday to celebrate 
the company’s $185 million expansion project that will increase the toilet paper manufacturer’s produc-
tion capacity and add at least 100 employees to the plant’s workforce.

PHOTO FROM TIM COLBURN

Governor Mike DeWine praises Sofidel for its investment in Ohio, Pick-
away County and Circleville.

More HONOR ROLL   |   A3

MILES LAYTON
Editor

After a story published Thurs-
day about the dismissal City of 
Circleville Safety Director Steven 
Wilkinson, he posted these com-
ments to the Circleville Herald’s 
Facebook page.

During Tuesday’s City Coun-
cil meeting, Wilkinson said he was 
fired March 15 and explained what 
he thought happened during his 
weeklong tenure on the job. A link 

to that story is provided with the 
online version of this story.

In Wilkinson’s social media 
post, he does not blame the offi-
cers serving the Circleville Police 
Department but its leadership for 
misconduct. Wilkinson reiterated 
that he was punished for expos-
ing “a culture of bad practice, poor 
decisions and toxic leadership” at 
CPD.

“I believe it is necessary to offer 
some clarity to the events that have 
transpired over the last ten days. I 

had no decision, input or involve-
ment with the relief of duty for 
Chief Baer. The plan was devel-
oped and implemented by (Mayor) 
Michelle Blanton and (Law Direc-
tor) Kendra Kinney prior to my 
appointment. There are many 
claims I reported misconduct 
within the police department. This 
is true. I witnessed, in my profes-
sional opinion, critical miscon-
duct and training issues within the 
police organization.”

Wilkinson continued, “I am 

not painting the entire organiza-
tion in a broad stroke of the brush. 
While working with the Circlev-
ille Police Department, I noticed 
a contingent of professional, dedi-
cated officers striving to work dili-
gently to serve and protect the cit-
izens of Circleville. The miscon-
duct I wanted to offer transpar-
ency on was directed towards the 
Police Chief, Deputy Police Chief 
and three Police Sergeants.” 

Former City Safety Director blames leadership, not officers

Sheets

More LEADERSHIP   |   A2

More EXPANSION   |   A5 More RETIRE   |   A5
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The levy funding was 
used to renovate the exist-
ing facilities at the mid-
dle school and high school 
and paid for the new build-
ing, which includes a cafete-
ria, new gym, media center, 
community meeting room, 
and pair of new science lab-
oratories for both the High 
School and Middle School 
buildings. The high school 
was built in 1963, and the 
middle school was built in 
1976.

Sheets said at the open 
house for the facility in 2023. 
“I think by the nature of the 
Westfall School District, 200 
square miles, I think this is a 
great opportunity for them. 
It’s a great opportunity for 
students as well. I think this 
along with the renovations 
make for a great facility.”

Prior to serving the Mus-
tangs, Sheets spent eight 
years as superintendent of 
Teays Valley School District 

before stepping down in 
2014. In the meantime, he 
volunteered with his church 
and served as chair of the 
Teays Valley Educational 
Foundation, from which he 
has now stepped down.

Sheets said he previously 
didn’t have any direct affili-
ation with Westfall, mostly 
since he has spent more than 
50 years either as a student, 
staff member or volunteer 
with Teays Valley.

“I’ve been aware of West-
fall since I’ve lived in Picka-
way County my whole life, 
and I’ve always admired this 
district,” he told the Her-
ald soon after being hired as 
superintendent in 2019.

As to what’s next for 
Sheets, whether it is to travel 
or watch the sunset from a 
sandy beach, that remains to 
be determined.

“I am concluding 44 years 
of service in education. I 
am ready to just kick back 
and take one day at a time. I 
have no definite plans yet,” 
he said.

Retire/from A1

“The dedicated employees of Sofi-
del are the heart and soul of this oper-
ation,” He said. “Their hard work, 
perseverance, and wavering dedica-
tion are truly commendable. Sofidel’s 
presence in Pickaway County flour-
ishes because of that commitment, a 
true give and take partnership. Sofi-
del reciprocates with opportunities for 
growth and prosperity to our Picka-
way county workers.”

Wippel continued, “As we break 
ground for this expansion, it brings 
not just bricks and mortar, but the 
promise of 100 additional jobs and 
another $185 million investment, 
solidifying Sofidel’s dedication to 
the growth and success of Pickaway 
County.”

The project in Circleville involves 
the construction of a new building 
that will house the new Valmet DCT 
200 paper mill machine, which will 
start operation in the third quarter of 
2025 with a production capacity of 
70,000 metric tons per year.

The Circleville plant, which is 
already home to two Valmet Advan-
tage NTT paper mill machines, will 
reach a production capacity of over 

200,000 metric tons per year, increas-
ing production by 50 percent.

The measure is happening in order 
to meet the growing demand in the 
U.S., the Sofidel tissue paper group, 
well-known in Italy and Europe for its 
brands, including Regina Nicky and 
consumer brands.

Sofidel broke ground on its first 
building located on 280 acres in Cir-
cleville along State Route 23 in 2016. 
The Ohio plant was Sofidel’s first 
greenfield investment in the United 
States and it is the company’s most 
modern and sustainable plant. The 
plant sits in an area rich in water, gas, 
and electricity, and is close to a strate-
gic logistics hub for distribution oper-
ators, with intermodal transport sys-
tems and major urban centers within a 
few hundred miles.

“You are welcome here in Ohio,” 
DeWine said. “This is just a great, 
great place to do business. We have so 
much going for us here in Ohio. We 
have a strategic location within a day’s 
drive of 60% of the population of the 
United States and 60% of the popu-
lation of Canada. We have the infra-
structure. We have the resources. We 
have the manufacturers. We have the 
people. We have a business-friendly 

atmosphere with a very predictable, 
over a long period of time, tax cli-
mate.”

DeWine continued, “One of the 
things I’ve learned over the years is 
business does not want surprises, they 
want predictability. And that’s another 
thing that Ohio offers. Finally, the 
quality of life in Ohio — we don’t think 
it’s better in any place in frankly in the 
whole world. It’s a great place to live. 
It’s a great place to work. Maybe most 
important, it’s a great place to raise a 
family. So we appreciate this partner-
ship. We look forward to continue 
with growth, continue success to all of 
your fantastic workers. We appreciate 
all of them and the work that they do.”

DeWine praised hardworking Ohio 
workers and its place in the economy.

“One of the great assets that Ohio 
has is our people. We’re Ohioans, we 
get up in the morning, we go to work, 
we get the job done. And not a lot of 
drama, but we do it — we make things 
happen. This has historically been a 
manufacturing state, so when we can 
see manufacturing continue to grow 
in Ohio, that’s a good thing for Ohio. 
It’s a good thing for the people, people 
of the state. We look forward to seeing 
the great progress of Sofidel continue.”

Expansion/from A1
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CIRCLEVILLE WEATHER (POP: Probability of precipitation)

Frank Road 24 6.80 -0.32
Circleville 15 2.98 -0.46
Chillicothe 16 3.70 -0.44

Stages in feet as of 7 a.m. Friday 

Sunrise 7:30 a.m. 7:28 a.m.
Sunset 7:47 p.m. 7:48 p.m.
Moonrise 6:27 p.m. 7:26 p.m.
Moonset 7:00 a.m. 7:20 a.m.
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TODAY

Windy and cooler with 
sun and some clouds

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

45

POP: 0%

TONIGHT

Clear and cold

23

POP: 5%

SUNDAY

Mostly sunny and 
warmer

51
36

POP: 15%

MONDAY

Variable cloudiness

69
49

POP: 65%

TUESDAY

Cloudy, breezy and 
cooler, p.m. showers

60
45

POP: 25%

WEDNESDAY

Mostly cloudy

59
33

1 5 4 1

43/24

44/24

45/23

42/25

41/24 35/22

38/1936/20

37/25

42/23

50/25

47/26

44/22

43/24

49/22

49/23

52/27

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

Partly sunny, windy and cooler today. 
Winds north 12-25 mph. Expect 
4-8 hours of sunshine with relative 
humidity 85% early, 55% in the 
afternoon.

Temperature

Precipitation (in inches)

Snowfall (in inches)

ALMANAC DATA

24 hrs through 2 p.m. Fri. 0.00
Month to date 1.22
Normal month to date 2.47
Year to date 5.14
Normal year to date 7.72

24 hrs through 2 p.m. Fri.  0.0
Month to date/normal 0.4/0.9
Season to date/normal 8.2/13.5

Statistics through 2 p.m. Friday

High/low 50/26
Normal high/low 54/32
Last year high/low 53/43
Record high 83 in 2012
Record low 17 in 2002


