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Superintendent Kitchen speaks to Cville Rotary

LEXI HEIDISH
For the Herald

During Thursday’s Circleville
Noon Rotary meeting, mem-
bers had the privilege of gaining
deeper insights into the opera-
tions and mission of the Pick-
away County Educational Ser-
vice Center (ESC) from its
Superintendent, Tom Kitchen.

The presentation shed light
on the pivotal role that ESCs
play in supporting education
ata county level and their sig-
nificant contributions to local
schools.

Kitchen began by explaining
the function of an Education
Service Center (ESC), empha-
sizing its role in providing
essential services and support
to school districts within the
county. ESCs serve as collabora-
tive entities, pooling resources,
and expertise to enhance edu-
cational opportunities for stu-
dents while assisting districts in
meeting various state and local
educational mandates.

The Pickaway County ESC
works closely with several
local educational institutions,
including Teays Valley, Circlev-
ille, Logan Elm, Westfall, and
Pickaway-Ross Career Technol-
ogy Center. Their scope of sup-
port encompasses a wide array
of initiatives, ranging from
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Local notables will be speaking as part of the Pickaway Progress Part-
nership’s Economic Development series each week at the Circleville
Noon Rotary meeting. (L-r) Pickaway Progress Partnership Economic
Development Director Tim Colburn poses for a photograph along-
side Pickaway County Education Service Center Superintendent Tom
Kitchen, who kicked off the series, Assistant Director of P3 and the Pick-
away County Port Authority Lexi Heidish and Circleville Noon Rotary

President Warren Spangler

literacy programs to instruc-
tional materials supportand
regional data management.
During the presentation,
Kitchen outlined some of the
core services provided by the
ESC, including speech, occupa-
tional and behavior therapists,
curriculum and special edu-
cation consultation and pro-
fessional development, grant
coordination, and many more!

These services are instrumental
in ensuring the smooth func-
tioning of educational institu-
tions and fostering continu-
ous growth and improvement
within the education sector.

Exciting developments were
also shared regarding the
future of the Pickaway County
ESC.
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Attendees learned that
the ESC recently acquired
Mound Street Elementary,
signaling an expansion of
their operations. Once ren-
ovations are completed, the
ESCwill relocate to this new
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facility, further solidify-
ing its commitment to serv-
ing the educational needs of
the community. For those
interested in learning more
about the Pickaway County
ESC or of their services, visit
the ESC’s website at picka-
wayesc.org.

Whether it's information
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on programs, resources, or
upcoming events, the web-
site serves as a comprehen-
sive hub for all things related
to educational support in the
county.

Lexi Heidishis the Assistant Direc-
tor of Pickaway Progress Partner-

ship (P3) and the Pickaway County
Port Authority. Much appreciated!
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