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1The Teays Valley 
Vikings were the 2024 
Mid-State League 

(MSL) wrestling Cham-
pions. This marked their 
fifth straight MSL Champi-
onship. Circleville’s Jacob 
Johnson was given the 
honor of Player of the Year. 
For more local sports, see 
page B1.  

2Our own country — 
despite the words in 
our founding docu-

ments about freedom and 
God — has been on a path 
adopting the same prem-
ises about human reality 
that lead to the collapse of 
the communist world. This 
was evident in President 
Joe Biden’s message to the 
nation in his State of the 
Union address. Biden, in so 
many words, delivered a 
message that the path for 
a better, wealthier, fairer 
America is more govern-
ment. Despite the reality 
that the country is being 
crushed with staggering 
debt, the result of runaway 
government, Biden and 
his party celebrate this and 
want even more. To read 
more of Star Parker’s col-
umn, see page A4.  

2 THINGS TO KNOW

LEADING THE WAY IN LOCAL NEWS

MILES LAYTON
Editor

CIRCLEVILLE — Folks will go 
to the polls today (Tuesday) to cast 
their ballots in the Primary Elec-
tion.

Polls will be open between 
6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

As a reminder, photo ID is 
required to vote in person, and the 
BMV offers a free state-issued ID 
card with proper ID documents.

As to early voting — 3,526 
total ballots have been issued and 
3,395 of those have been received, 

according to the Pickaway 
County Board of Elections. Bal-
lots that were postmarked March 

18 and received in the Board 
office by Saturday, March 23, at 
5 p.m. will be added to the offi-
cial results, with certification to 
be held at 3 p.m. March 29 at the 
Board of Elections Office.

Additionally, any voter that 
cast a “provisional ballot” for 
not having an ID or providing 
an expired ID, and any voter that 
has been notified there is a prob-
lem with their returned absentee 
ballot (due to omitted informa-
tion), has until Saturday, March 
23, at 5 p.m., to provide the infor-
mation requested and/or valid 

ID in order for their ballot to be 
counted in the official counts.

A provisional ballot is provided 
to voters who may have moved, 
changed their name, or do not have 
a valid ID when they appear to vote. 
These ballots are reviewed to deter-
mine if the voter was eligible to cast 
a ballot in the state of Ohio and that 
they did not cast a ballot anywhere 
else in the state of Ohio. The board 
will vote to approve and count all 
eligible provisional ballots which 
will be added to the official results.

MILES LAYTON
Editor

A Logan Elm Elementary stu-
dent was Pickaway County’s win-
ner of the annual billboard con-
test that pays tribute to Earth Day.

Each year, the Ross-Picka-
way-Highland-Fayette Solid 
Waste District hosts a creative 
billboard contest in honor of 
Earth Day. Fifth grade students in 
four counties participated in the 
contest — one student’s artwork 
from each county was chosen 

to display on a billboard for the 
month of April.

Alexa Russel, a student at 
Logan Elm was chosen as the 
billboard contest winner for 
Pickaway County. Ross-Pick-
away-Highland-Fayette Solid 
Waste District presented Russel 
with a mini billboard trophy on 
Tuesday, March 12 in front of the 
entire 5th grade.

The theme for this year was 
“Wasting Food Doesn’t Make You 
Cool.”

MILES LAYTON
Editor

An Orient man accused of murder 
has pleaded guilty to murder and vol-
untary manslaughter last week before 
Pickaway County Court Common 
Pleas Judge Randall Knece.

When Pickaway County Sheriff ’s 
Office arrested Marty Dotson, Jr., 
44, of Darby Creek Road for a dou-
ble homicide that occurred Oct. 23 
in Orient, he was charged with four 
counts of murder, two counts of felo-
nious assault, kidnapping and two 
counts of abuse of a corpse.

The Sheriff ’s Office received a 
phone call around 10:52 p.m. about a 
person who found a relative dead at 
10117 US Route 62 Lot 32 in Orient.

When deputies arrived on the 
scene a short time later, they located 
two males dead in a back bedroom. 
Craig T. Dewitt, 58, and Cory A. 
Moore, 22, both of Orient, were iden-
tified as the deceased, according to 
the Sheriff ’s Office.

Dewitt and Moore were trans-
ported to the Montgomery County 
Coroner’s Office for an autopsy. 

LEXI HEIDISH
For the Herald

During Thursday’s Circleville 
Noon Rotary meeting, mem-
bers had the privilege of gaining 
deeper insights into the opera-
tions and mission of the Pick-
away County Educational Ser-
vice Center (ESC) from its 
Superintendent, Tom Kitchen.

The presentation shed light 
on the pivotal role that ESCs 
play in supporting education 
at a county level and their sig-
nificant contributions to local 
schools.

Kitchen began by explaining 
the function of an Education 
Service Center (ESC), empha-
sizing its role in providing 
essential services and support 
to school districts within the 
county. ESCs serve as collabora-
tive entities, pooling resources, 
and expertise to enhance edu-
cational opportunities for stu-
dents while assisting districts in 
meeting various state and local 
educational mandates.

The Pickaway County ESC 
works closely with several 
local educational institutions, 
including Teays Valley, Circlev-
ille, Logan Elm, Westfall, and 
Pickaway-Ross Career Technol-
ogy Center. Their scope of sup-
port encompasses a wide array 
of initiatives, ranging from 

literacy programs to instruc-
tional materials support and 
regional data management.

During the presentation, 
Kitchen outlined some of the 
core services provided by the 
ESC, including speech, occupa-
tional and behavior therapists, 
curriculum and special edu-
cation consultation and pro-
fessional development, grant 
coordination, and many more! 

These services are instrumental 
in ensuring the smooth func-
tioning of educational institu-
tions and fostering continu-
ous growth and improvement 
within the education sector.

Exciting developments were 
also shared regarding the 
future of the Pickaway County 
ESC. 

Make your voices heard by voting in the Primary Election

Logan Elm student wins poster contest

Orient man 
pleads guilty 
to murder, 
manslaughter

Superintendent Kitchen speaks to Cville Rotary

PHOTO BY DAVID CRAWFORD/PROUD ROTARIAN

Local notables will be speaking as part of the Pickaway Progress Part-
nership’s Economic Development series each week at the Circleville 
Noon Rotary meeting. (L-r) Pickaway Progress Partnership Economic 
Development Director Tim Colburn poses for a photograph along-
side Pickaway County Education Service Center Superintendent Tom 
Kitchen, who kicked off the series, Assistant Director of P3 and the Pick-
away County Port Authority Lexi Heidish and Circleville Noon Rotary 
President Warren Spangler
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

Logan Elm Elementary student Alexa Russel was chosen as Pickaway Coun-
ty’s winner for the annual Earth Day billboard contest, which is organized 
by the Ross-Pickaway-Highland-Fayette Solid Waste District. Russel is pic-
tured with (l-r) Lauren Grooms, Assistant Director/Education Outreach for 
the RPHFayette Solid Waste District.
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VITALS
DEATHS AND FUNERALS

Obituary 
Guidelines
Obituaries not submit-
ted directly through a 
funeral home must be 
delivered to the Herald 
in digital format, either 
via email at news@cir-
clevilleherald.com or 
on a flash drive that will 
be returned to the fam-
ily. This will ensure that 
names of family mem-
bers are spelled accord-
ing to the family’s 
wishes and that there 
is no margin for error. 
Information needed for 
a submission include a 
contact name, address 
and phone number. Pre-
payment is required 
prior to publication.

 GROVE CITY, OHIO - 
Barbara (Barb) Luella 
Cook Marshall, 91,  left 
this Earth on March 16, 
2024. She was born on 
December 31, 1932. Please 
visit www.Newcomer-
Columbus.com for full 
obituary and service 
information.

Barbara Luella 
Marshall

 CIRCLEVILLE - Charles 
LeRoy Tomlinson, III — 
October 29, 1952 - March 
15, 2024; Charles, also 
known best as “Chuckie”, 
was born at Berger 
Hospital and was the 
younger son of  Barbara 
R. (Salyers) and Charles 
L. Tomlinson, Jr.  He was 
one of  the first students 
at Brooks-Yates school, 
attended Circleville City 
Schools, and later moved 
to Lake Worth, Florida 
where he graduated from 
Lake Worth High School.  
 He was a bat boy 
for the Circleville Oil 
softball team and an avid 
participant (basketball 
and bowling) as well as 
supporter of  the Special 
Olympics.  While in 
Ohio, he worked for 
the Pickaway County 
Workshop for several 
years and later for Publix 
Supermarkets in Florida.  
He was proud to have 
been honored by Publix 
when he retired after 22 
years of  customer service.
  He was an active 
member of  the Shriners, 
Masons, Moose, Eagles, 
Elks, Son of  AmVets, 
VFW and American 
Legion, both in Florida 
and in Ohio.   Chuckie 
was known for his 
kindness and friendly 
smile which made him 
friends to many.
 He is predeceased by 
his parents as well as 
his stepmother, Louella 
Tomlinson.  He is 
survived by his brother 
Joseph (Kathy Frericks), 
who both assisted in his 
care in Florida and later 
in Circleville.  He is also 
survived by step-sisters 
Sherree Jankiewicz 
(Tony), Kimberly Caldwell 
(Kenny, deceased), 
Paula Beale and Michael 
Beale.  Additionally, he 
is survived by his uncle, 
Paul Salyers and aunt, 
Elizabeth Arledge as 
well as numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins.
 Special thanks to the 
wonderful care provided 
through National Church 
Residences Hospice espe-
cially to Chaplain Aaron 
Hines, Lindsey Howard, 
Collin Docterman, Adri 
Lewis, Robin Bruschar 
and Michelle Nunley.  
Additionally, the family 
is thankful for the ex-
traordinary kindness and 
care provided at Brown 
Memorial Home during 
his last week.
 Services are being 
provided by Wellman 
Funeral Home with 
Visitation on Thursday, 
March 2, 20241 from 5-7 
pm and Funeral Service 
at 10:30 am on Friday, 
March 22.  Burial to occur 
immediately after at 
Forest Cemetery.
 Online condolences can 
be made to www.wellman-
funeralhomes.com.

Charles “Chuckie” 
Tomlinson  CIRCLEVILLE - Clara Belle 

(Henderson) House, 89, of  
Circleville, passed away 
peacefully on March 7, 
2024 at her residence 
with her daughter by her 
side.  She was born on 
April 22, 1934, in Adelphi, 
the daughter of  the late 
Richard and Frances 
(Jinks) Henderson.  On 
July 26, 1952, she was 
united in marriage with 
her loving husband, 
Andrew J. House, who 
preceded her in death on 
July 2, 1991.
     Clara is survived by 
her beloved daughter, 
Deborah (Dana) Steele, 
of  Circleville; siblings, 
Marguerite Riddle, of  
Chillicothe, and Cheryl 
Hurlbut, of  Ormond 
Beach, Florida; special 
childhood friend from 
Prattsville, (McArthur) 
Ohio, Eva LeMay; and 
numerous other special 
family members and 
friends whom she 
cherished.
     In addition to her 
parents and husband, 
Clara was preceded 
in death by her son, 
Terry Brent House; 
step-father, Lloyd Dille; 
and siblings, Katherine 
Marie Ream, Donna Jean 
Brown, Kenny Dille, 
and Karen Dille. Clara 
loved decorating, crafts, 
and creating new ideas. 
The family would like to 
send a special thanks to 
Heartland Hospice for 
their support and care 
during Clara’s final days. 
     Private graveside 
services have taken 
place at Green Summit 
Cemetery, Adelphi, 
officiated by Rev. Teresa 
Seymour. Services have 
been entrusted to the 
HILL FUNERAL HOME, 
Kingston. Memorial con-
tributions may be made 
in Clara’s honor to the 
American Cancer Society 
(P.O. Box 6704, Hager-
stown, MD 21741). Condo-
lences and floral gifts can 
be made on Clara’s online 
guest registry at www.
hillfhkingston.com.

Clara House

 ASHVILLE - Florennia 
Lavonna(Freyermuth) 
Gloyd, affectionately 
known as Pat, 89, of  
Ashville, OH passed 
away peacefully at home 
on March 14, 2024. Born 
November 7,1934 in Mt. 
Sterling OH, she was 
the daughter of  the late 
Gordon and Lorennia 
(Hiles) Freyermuth. Pat 
grew up in Pancoastburg 
, OH and spent lots of  
time on her grandparents’ 
farm. 
 In 1952 she married 
Ralph Gloyd and moved 
to Ashville. She worked 
at Ashville Elementary 
and then at Tink’s restau-
rant in Circleville for 
over 30 years. She later 
became a caregiver and 
opened up her home to 
many children over the 
years. Pat was a friend 
to everyone who had the 
pleasure of  knowing her. 
 In addition to her 
parents, Pat was preceded 
in death by her husband 
Ralph Gloyd, sisters 
Janice (Freyermuth) 
Runkle and Mary 
Katherine Runkle, and 
brother Ronald Freyer-
muth. 
 Remaining to cherish 
her memory she leaves 6 
children, Brenda (Gene) 
Bissell of  Piketon, Cindy 
(Alex) Burke of  Ashville, 
Dick (Sandy) Gloyd of  
Ashville, Bill (Teresa) 
Gloyd of  South Bloom-
field, Jim (Lisa) Gloyd of  
Ashville, and Shannon 
(Ernest) Peachey of  East 
Liverpool; 14 grandchil-
dren; 24 great grandchil-
dren; and two special 
nephews, Mike (Cindy) 
Runkle and Greg Runkle.
 As per Pat’s request, 
no funeral or memorial 
services will be held.  
Arrangements entrusted 
to Oliver-Cheek Funeral 
Home, Ashville, OH.  
Online condolences at 
olivercheekfuneralhome.
com

Pat Gloyd

 CIRCLEVILLE - Gilbert G. 
Shaffer, 78, of  Circleville 
passed away from 
a lengthy illness on 
Wednesday, March 13, 
2024 at Pickaway Manor 
in Circleville, OH.  He was 
born on November 5, 1945 
to the late Gilbert J. and 
Mary M. (Crowl) Shaffer 
in Circleville, OH.  Gilbert 
was a self-employed 
mechanic and handyman 
and enjoyed working at 
the Pumpkin Patch in the 
fall.  
 Besides his parents, he is 
preceded by sister Esther 
Martin and brothers Dave 
and Roger Shaffer.
 Gilbert is survived by 
wife Debra V. (Rooker) 
Shaffer; children 
Dreama Shaffer (Charles 
McGowan), Gilbert 
(Katrina) Shaffer Jr. and 
Jason (Ashley) Shaffer; 
grandchildren Kylee, 
Kiana, Kyza, Charles, 
Keily, Covin, Ethan, 
Gilbert, Jaedan, Jaelyn, 
Jason, Justin and Sunny; 
6 great grandchildren; 
brothers Eugene, Andy 
and Danny; numerous 
nieces and nephews.  
 Per Gilbert’s request, 
cremation will take place 
and a Memorial Service 
will take place later at the 
convenience of  the family.  
Arrangements and Care 
of  Family by Oliver-Cheek 
Funeral Home, Ashville, 
OH.  Online condolences 
at olivercheekfuneral-
home.com

Gilbert  Shaffer Sr.

Editor’s note: Accord-
ing to ORC 121.22 (f), 
every public body, by rule, 
shall establish a reasonable 
method whereby any person 
may determine the time and
place of all regularly sched-
uled meetings and the time, 
place, and purpose of all spe-
cial meetings. A public body 
shall not hold a special meet-
ing unless it gives at least
twenty-four hours’ advance
notice to the news media
that have requested notifica-
tion, except in the event of an 
emergency requiring imme-
diate official action. In the 
event of an emergency, the
member or members call-
ing the meeting shall notify
the news media that have
requested notification imme-
diately of the time, place, and 
purpose of the meeting.

PLEASE send meeting 
announcements via EMAIL 
to news@circlevilleherald.
com and/or mlayton@cir-
clevilleherald.com

Reminder — please con-
tinue to send via email 
meeting announcements 
for each month. There are 
dozens of local govern-
ment units with meetings 
to publish and just one of 
me to process this day to 
day, week to week.

TUESDAY, MARCH 19
• Scioto Township Zon-

ing Commission will meet 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 19 
at the Scioto Township Ser-
vice Center.

• Circleville City Coun-
cil’s Committee of The 
Whole will meet at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 19 in 
Council Chambers.

• Circleville City Coun-
cil will meet at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, March 19 in City Hall, 
Council chambers.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20

Uptown Circleville will 
meet at noon, Wednes-
day, March 20 in City Hall, 
Council chambers.

THURSDAY, MARCH 21
• Scioto Township Trust-

ees will meet at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 21 at the 
Scioto Township Service 
Center.

• Pickaway County Board 
of Developmental Dis-
abilities will meet at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, March 21 at 200 
East High Street, Circleville.

• The Pickaway-Ross 
Joint Vocational School 
District Board of Education 
will meet at 6 p.m.Thurs-
day, March 21 in the Board 
Conference Room at the 
Pickaway-Ross Career & 
Technology Center Main 
Campus, 895 Crouse 
Chapel Road, Chillicothe.

MONDAY, MARCH 25
• Deercreek Township 

Trustees will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, March 25 in the 
Township Office at 9980 US 
RT. 22 Williamsport.

• The Teays Valley Board 
of Education will meet at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, March 
25 in the High School Com-
munity Room.

• Circleville City Coun-
cil’s Board of Zon-
ing Appeals will meet at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, March 
25 in City Hall, Council 
chambers.

• Township Trustees 
will meet at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, March 25 at the Town-
ship Building located at 
26110 Locust Grove Road, 
Atlanta.

THURSDAY, MARCH 28
• Circleville Police 

Department will hold a 
Records Retention meeting 
at 10 a.m. Thursday, March 
28 in the basement training 
room of the police depart-
ment.

THURSDAY, APRIL 11
Pickaway Metropoli-

tan Housing Authority will 
meet at 8:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, April 11th at the Pick-
away Metropolitan Hous-
ing Authority office. The 
PMHA meets at 8:30 a.m. 
on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Picka-
way Metropolitan Housing 
Authority office. No meet-
ing will be held in July or 
December.

MISCELLANEOUS
• Pickaway County Air-

port Authority meets on the 
second Monday of every 
month at 7 p.m. in the air-
port administration build-
ing.

• The Pic-A-Fay Joint Fire 
District’s regularly sched-
uled Board Meetings are 
held the second Thurs-
day of every month, 5:30 
pm at the Fire House, 17 N. 
Church Street, New Hol-
land.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

JIM PHILLIPS
APG Media

CHILLICOTHE — A 
Laurelville woman will 
spend 15 
years to life 
in prison, 
after plead-
ing guilty to 
murder and 
felonious 
assault in 
connection with a gun slay-
ing in Ross County.

Jara M. McKnight, 45, 
was indicted last November 
on the charges, for allegedly 
having caused the death of 

49-year-old Eric R. Vanover 
of Laurelville, and of having 
used a gun in committing 
the crime.

According to a news 
report at the time, in Octo-
ber officers were called 
to the scene of a fire in 
a driveway, where they 
found Vanover, with a bul-
let wound in the base of his 
neck. He was taken to a hos-
pital, and later died from his 
injury.

Upon questioning by 
police, McKnight report-
edly said that she had fired 
a handgun into a van in 
which Vanover was located.

Online records of the 
Ross County Common 
Pleas Court show that on 
Friday McKnight pled 
guilty to the charges against 
her, and the state agreed to 
dismiss the firearm speci-
fications on each of them. 
The two counts were 
merged for sentencing, and 
the court sentenced McK-
night on the murder charge, 
giving her a mandatory sen-
tence of 15 years to life with 
credit for 142 days of jail 
time.

Jim Phillips is editor of the Logan 
Daily News. 

Laurelville woman gets 15 
to life for fatal shooting

McKnight

The autopsy revealed 
both Dewitt and Moore had 
multiple stab wounds.

The homicide charges 
are variations of the mur-
der statute — one is a 
straight up murder charge 
and the second is what 
is referred to as “felony 
murder” which means it 
occurred in the course of 

another felony. This is a 
frequent charging prac-
tice when the prosecu-
tor doesn’t have all the 
information yet to decide 
what variety of murder to 
charge.

The felonious assault 
charges are also against the 
two victims. The prose-
cutor would charge those 
in case she wasn’t able 
to prove he caused their 

deaths, but that he did 
attack them.

As to the abuse of a 
corpse charges, Dotson 
was charged because he 
allegedly moved the bod-
ies, according to court doc-
uments.

As to the kidnapping, 
Dotson was charged with 
kidnapping a female, 
according to court docu-
ments.

Guilty/from A1

“We are very excited and 
proud to display Alexas 
artwork. She is a talented 

artist who did a great job 
reflecting the theme of 
the contest,” said Lauren 
Grooms, Assistant Direc-
tor/Education Outreach 

for the Ross-Picka-

way-Highland-Fayette 

Solid Waste District.

Contest/from A1

Attendees learned that 
the ESC recently acquired 
Mound Street Elementary, 
signaling an expansion of 
their operations. Once ren-
ovations are completed, the 
ESC will relocate to this new 

facility, further solidify-
ing its commitment to serv-
ing the educational needs of 
the community. For those 
interested in learning more 
about the Pickaway County 
ESC or of their services, visit 
the ESC’s website at picka-
wayesc.org.

Whether it’s information 

on programs, resources, or 
upcoming events, the web-
site serves as a comprehen-
sive hub for all things related 
to educational support in the 
county.

Lexi Heidish is the Assistant Direc-
tor of Pickaway Progress Partner-
ship (P3) and the Pickaway County 
Port Authority. Much appreciated!

Rotary/from A1

In April, 
Russel’s 
artwork 
will be 
featured on 
a billboard 
in Pickaway 
County.

SUBMITTED PHOTO


