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Sports

Amanda-Clearcreek girls soccer
team beats Fisher Catholic

Sports

CHS boys soccer team
beats Washington CH
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A special section looking at the 2009
high school football season

MAKING THE GRADE

All 5 area schools i |mprove on state report cards

Teays Valley earns
highest rating ever

LE ‘very
excited’
by marks

By DAVID AMEY
EDITOR

Jumping a level to Effective
on its local school report card
was the Logan Elm Local
School District.

“We are very excited,
almost ecstatic,” Jan
Broughton,  superintendent
said.  “Our
overall results
are very
good.”

The dis-

trict met 21 of
the 30 state
indicators and
scored its
highest ever 95.2 on
Performance Index.

“And, we met the Adequate
Yearly Progress (AYP) analysis
in all areas, which is huge for
us,” she said.

Within district,
Washington Elementary
School achieved an excellent
rating, meeting all 12 of the
indicators, and Laurelville
Elementary School retained its
excellent rating by meeting 10
of 12 indicators, up from five
last year.

“We are looking forward to
and putting in place strategies to
become an Excellent district,”
she said. “That is our goal.”
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Some bets are worth losing. Kevin Fox, principal of Everts Middle School, made good on a
bet he made last year with his students. Fox strutted back and forth at Court and Main streets
on Tuesday evening dressed in a grass skirt and coconut top while proudly carrying a sign,
"Everts Middle School We Improved!" Students improved their scores on the Ohio
Achievement Test and Principal Fox was a good loser of the bet.

By DAVID AMEY
EDITOR

Excellent with Distinction
was the designation for the
Teays Valley
Local School
District, the
highest rating
ever attained
by a
Pickaway
County dis-
trict.

Teays Valley met 29 of the
30 state indicators, and scored

SHEETS

a performance index of 99.0
out of 120 points, one of the
highest in the Central Ohio
area.

“There were only five dis-
tricts who scored 30, and we
were one of eight to get 29,”
Jeff Sheets said. “What pleases
me is we worked hard to set
our sights as being able to
compete with elite schools,
and we did. This makes me
pleased for our community,
staff, and students.”

The district, in the midst of

See TV

Circleville’s results
‘collaborative effort’

By DAVID AMEY
EDITOR

Superintendent Kirk
McMahon knew from prelimi-

nary data

available last F i
month that o

t h e ﬁ =
Circleville | &

City School :
District was

making MCMAHON

progress
based on the four measures of
performance analyzed by the

state Board of Education.

“I was very excited,” he
said, when he was advised the
district advanced to Effective
in the state school report card
announced Tuesday. The dis-
trict had been on Continuous
Improvement.

“It’s a collaborative effort
on everybody’s part,” he said,
noting that the school board
and building administrators
were responsible for develop-
ing plans and putting them in
motion.

See Circleville

SCHOOL

Circleville

Logan EIm

Teays Valley
Westfall
Amanda-Clearcreek

DISTRICT
DISTINCTION
Effective
Effective

Excellent with distinction

Excellent
Excellent

TRACKING THE AREA SCHOOLS

STATE
INDICATORS
17
21
29
23
25

PERFORMANCE
INDEX
91.9
95.2
99.0
95.5
95.2

ADEQUATE

YEARLY PROGRESS

Met
Met
Not Met
Not Met
Not Met

VALUE-ADDED
MEASURE
Above
Above
Above
Above
Above

State Indicators: Proficiency of subjects by grade level. Performance Index: Average of all students' scores. Adequate Yearly Progress: Assessment of subgroups. Value-Added
Measure: Assessment of students' growth.

Area bands prep for marching seasons

By CRAIG ALLISON
STAFF WRITER

As county football teams
go through drills to hone their
game, so also are county
marching band members just
finishing up preseason camps
and preparing for their initial
appearances in front of their
fans.

This Friday football will be
taking center stage, but along
with the players there will be
the bands who will have a
chance to strut their stuff

Circleville (740) 474-3191

thesavingsbankcircleville.com
1.800.582.2265

Three area hands to ‘Battle’

The Circleville, Logan EIm, and Westfall high school
bands will take part in the “Battle of the Bands,” hosted by
Pickaway-Ross Career and Technology Center at 8:45

p.-m. on Sept. 11.

before their respective home-
town faithful.

The musical “menu” from
this year's county bands ranges
from Western songs, rockets to
the moon, then comes back to
Earth to pay tribute to a rock
opera and to The Beatles.

The Westfall Mustangs'
marching band appeared on
Friday evening as part of the
annual “Westfall roundup,” a
back-to-school family event
that has been a part of
Westfall’s back-to-school
weekend for several years.

Making Your Life Easier

Our customers are busy people. Young parents, professionals, small
businesses and government agencies trust us for the right checking account
solutions. Visit us for more information, or go to thesavingshankcircleville.com.

*

The Savings Bank.

SmartBanking. for a better future

2071902

LENDER
Williamsport (740) 986-2515 Ashville (740) 983-2587 Ashville North (740) 983-2351 Member FDIC

The Mustang band is
approximately 72 members
strong. Their theme this season
is “Western Images” and will
feature the songs “Magnificent
Seven,” “Home on the Range,”
and “Cowboy Medley.”

Mark Schaffnit directs the
band.

Although Logan Elm High
School's band does not stage a
band preview, director Jim
Chickrell reported that the
band came through camp in
top shape and to celebrate the

See Bands

NANCY RADCLIFF/Circleville Herald
Westfall band members, from left, Paul Hammond, Ryan
Koch and Elizabeth Gollihue take to the practice field this
week.

Deaths

None reported
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A-C earns first
‘excellent’ grade

Superintendent:
‘I couldn’t
be happier’

By DAVID AMEY
EDITOR

Amanda-Clearcreek Local
School District received its
first ever Excellent designa-
tion in the state report cards
following three straight years
of Effective ratings and five
Continuous Improvements.

“It’s a very difficult goal to
achieve, and I never really
thought we could get here,”
second-year Superintendent
Michael Johnsen said. “But
now that we are here, I
believe we can not only stay,
but continue to improve.”

Amanda-Clearcreek met
25 of the 30 state indicators
and scored 95.2 on the perfor-
mance Index, a slide from the
96.6 scored last year that was
boosted by the district’s

strong Value-Added Measure
performance.

“Amanda-Clearcreek has
always been known as an ath-
letic school,” he said. “I
couldn’t be happier that we
now have been recognized for
our academics.”

Johnsen, who has worked
with the district for six years,
said his staff was able to work
with students to meet the
Adequate Yearly Progress cri-
teria in the sub sector,
Economically Disadvantaged.

“We’ve been able to prove
that a student’s ability to
learn has nothing to do with
his social standing,” he said.
“All it takes is the diligence
of the teaching staff.”

Not met on the report card
was the expected growth of
the Students with Disabilities
subgroup. “We actually had
more of these students pass
tests,” he said. “However,
they are not learning at the
same speed as other stu-
dents.”
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Garrett's Carpet

An open house
quickly became
a full house
Tuesday as
school adminis-
trators dedicat-
ed the new
Teays Valley
East Middle
School on
Lockbourne-
Eastern Road.
The open
house for
Teays Valley
West in
Commercial
Point is set for
7 p.m.
Thursday. A
high school
open house
will be held
from 4 p.m. to
8 p.m. on Sept.
10.

TRISH BENNETT
Circleville Herald

Report Cards show progress

By DAVID AMEY
EDITOR

While schools and districts
in Ohio don’t really “perform,”
the Ohio Department of
Education issues report cards
that tell educators, parents,
families and community mem-
bers how well schools are
doing.

These report cards are
based on students’ achieve-
ment in certain subjects and
grade levels, based on state
tests they take each year.

Also considered are how
many students graduate from
high school, how often they
are absent from school, and
how much improvement they
make over time. Over the past
10 years, ODE has changed
and refined these report cards
to meet the changing needs of
students, school districts, and

Connection

Quality Products with
Quality Installation

740-332-3567

14937 Lutz Rd. (St. Rt. 56 E.) Laurelville
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trict

state and federal standards.

The designations are:
Excellent with Distinction:

or

For at least two years, this dis-
school
“above” expected gains on its
value-added scores.

received

Excellent: The school or
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district received high ratings
on every measure.

Effective: This designation
means there’s some room for
improvement, but this district
or school still performs well
on most measures.

Continuous Improvement:
This designation tells you that
some students are struggling,
perhaps one or two groups, but
that overall the district or school
is meeting expected levels.

Academic Watch: This rat-
ing tells you that there is
progress being made in some
areas, but some definite areas of
weakness must be strengthened.

Academic Emergency: This
rating tells you the school or
district is experiencing prob-
lems in many areas, and imme-
diate changes must take place.

Schools and  districts
receive ‘“designations” based
on a scale that ranges from
Excellent with Distinction to
Academic Emergency. Four
measures are used to deter-
mine this designation:

State indicators: Report
cards show the percentage of
students who passed each state
test administered during the
most recent school year. Listed
are the number of indicators
the school or district met for
each grade level and subject as

Westtall

By DAVID AMEY

EDITOR
Westfall Local  School
District, which opens

Wednesday for the year, also
scored an Excellent rating on the
school year report card, the sec-

well as the attendance and
graduation rates. This year,
there are 30 indicators.

Special groups of Kkids:
The report card tells if certain
groups of students are meeting
state and federal standards in
math and reading — students
with disabilities, those from
low-income families, students
of different races, ethnic
groups or native languages.
This is called Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP).

Performance index score:
This index gives the average of
all students’ scores, measuring
how much improvement
occurred since the last report
card. School leaders can track
this from year to year. This
measure takes into considera-
tion the improvement and
growth of all students, even
those who are below proficient
levels (Performance Index).

Value-added growth: Did
a student learn what he or she
should have over the past
school year? This measure
tells whether the district added
value and growth to a child’s
education by comparing multi-
ple years of data. School lead-
ers can follow a group of stu-
dents’ growth over time
(Value-Added Measure).

This is the third year for the

value-added measure, and it is
the first year the measure can
have a negative effect on a dis-
trict or school’s rating if stu-
dents aren’t showing the
amount of growth that’s
expected. This  measure
includes students who are gift-
ed and advanced as well as
those who are struggling.

In addition, there’s a link to
national data — the National
Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) that
shows how Ohio fares com-
pared with other states. It
won’t tell about a school dis-
trict, but it will tell about
Ohio’s ranking. This year’s
report card also will tell how
students perform on the ACT
or SAT college-entrance tests
as well as those who take
Advanced Placement classes.

While report cards don’t
measure all of the skills and
knowledge parents and educa-
tors want children to possess
— social and emotional abili-
ties, creativity and innovation
thinking, communication and
problem-solving skills in a
global marketplace, the influ-
ence and inspiration of caring
adults — they give a quick pic-
ture of how schools and dis-
tricts perform in areas that can
be measured.

‘excellent’ again

ond year straight after four years
of Effective.

The district met 20 of the 30
indicators and showed a
Performance Index of 95.5, sec-
ond highest in Pickaway County.

Adequate Yearly Progress
was not met by the sub group,

Students with Disabilities, but
the district’s Value-Added
Measure exceeded expected
growth.

The district has 1,666 stu-
dents, and its superintendent is
Jim Brady, who could not be
reached for comment.

TV

Continued from

a massive building campaign,
has been rated Excellent since
2007.

“Our ‘Excellent’ perfor-
mance last year was a tough
act to follow,” Sheets said.
“But the results show the
improvements we have made
and will continue to make are
achievable. To go from
Excellent to Excellent with
Distinction, we had to show
improvement. That’s what

(X4

“l do believe our
success is a reflec-
tion of the communi-

ty.”

— Jeff Sheets,
TV superintendent

29
enabled us to move upward.”

While the Teays Valley
High School remains in
Continuous Improvement, it
met all 12 of the State
Indicators but was held back

because of the need to improve
in Adequate Yearly Progress.
Walnut Elementary School
also is in  Continuous
Improvement.

This was based on the
assessment of two of the sub
groups — economically disad-
vantaged and students with
disabilities. “We are continu-
ing to strive to make progress
in improving the educational
experience for students in
these two groups,” he said.

“I do believe our success is
areflection of the community,”
he said.

Circleville

Continued from

“But overall, the teachers as
the front-line people have the
most effect on the students,
and we also have great
parental support,” he said. “We
have the kids for 7 1/2 hours
per day, but when they go
home they need a support sys-
tem in place. It is a collabora-
tive effort.”

The district had two schools
— the Circleville High School
and Nicholas Drive

Elementary School — with
Excellent ratings.

“We want the entire district
to be Excellent, but we’re still
not where we need to be,”
McMahon said.

Working toward that goal,
the District is working under a
co-teaching model which
assigns intervention specialists
to work with regular classroom
teachers to help with students
with disabilities.

“We’ve been doing this at
the middle school for three
years, started this year at the
high school, and are growing it

downwards to grades 3-5,” he
said.

In fact, majority of stimu-
lus dollars available to the
district have gone for the hir-
ing of classroom aides. “We
now have one teacher and
one aide in every classroom
pre-K through second grade,
and we feel we have spent the
money wisely to achieve our
goal of having every child at
or above reading and math
levels by the third grade,” he
said.

Testing will begin this year
for third graders in October.
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