30/23

For weather details
turn to[B3]

| SERVING ALL OF PICKAWAY COUNTY

Community

South Bloomfield

news

Sports

Circleville girls basketball falls to Greenfield
McClain Tigers in sectional

ircleville Herald

FRIDAY

February 20, 2009

75 cents

Sports

Teays Valley girls basketball lose to Gahanna-
Lincoln in sectional tournament

Dow
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Market nears
point 2002 fall
bottomed out

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — An impor-
tant psychological barrier gave
way on Wall Street Thursday as
the Dow Jones industrials fell to
their lowest level in more than
six years.

The Dow broke through a
bottom reached in November,
pulled down by a steep drop in
key financial shares. It was the
lowest close for the Dow since
Oct. 9, 2002, when the last bear
market bottomed out.

The blue chips’ latest slide
dashed hopes that the doldrums
of November would mark the
ending point of a long slump in
the market, which is now nearly
halfway below the peak levels
reached in October 2007.

The market’s inability to
rally signals that investors see
no immediate end for the reces-
sion, which is already 14
months old and one of the most
severe in decades.

“It is definitely, definitely a
blow to psychology,” said
Quincy Krosby, chief invest-
ment strategist at The Hartford,
referring to the Dow’s finish.
“There is more pessimism in
the market as to when the econ-
omy is going to pick up steam.”

The Dow had been teetering
close to November bottom
since Tuesday, when the index
tumbled 300 points on worries
about the economy and the sta-
bility of banks in Eastern
Europe. Stocks had barely fin-
ished above the November low
on Tuesday and Wednesday.

On Thursday, worries about
financial and technology stocks
weighed on the market, with
steep drop-offs in financial bell-
wethers like Citigroup and
Bank of America leading the
way downward. Both stocks
tumbled 14 percent and closed
below $4, less than the cost of a
latte in some coffee shops.

The Dow lost 89.68, or 1.2
percent, to end at 7,465.95.

The blue chips have fallen
9.8 percent in the last eight ses-
sions.

Broader indexes also fell.
The Standard & Poor’s 500
index ended down 9.48, or 1.2
percent, to 778.94. The index
finished above its Nov. 20 close
of 752.44, which was its worst
finish since April 1997.

The technology-heavy
Nasdaq composite index suffered
the biggest hit Thursday after
Hewlett Packard Co. tumbled 7.9
percent after posting worrisome
results. The Nasdaq fell 25.15, or
1.7 percent, to 1,442.82.

By CRAIG ALLISON
STAFF WRITER

It is one mighty large pie.

And just like their coun-
terparts all across the nation,
Circleville and Pickaway
County leaders are ready
with their figurative plates in
their hands, hoping for a nice
slice of the pie.Their collec-
tive reality on Thursday
though was that none of them
know how much of a slice, if
any, will land on their collec-
tive plates.

Governor Ted Strickland’s
Office issued a press release
intended to coincide with
President Obama’s bill sign-

Submitted
Pickaway Progress Park, the former site of the Thomson Consumer Electronics plant, is
one of many local economic development projects targeted to
President Obama's stimulus package which he signed into law on Tuesday.

Local officials plan
for stimulus dollars

ing ceremony in Denver.
That release announced that
$8.2 billion in funding from
the stimulus package was
being funneled into Ohio.
Pickaway County
Commissioner Glenn Reeser
has some definite ideas for

State highlights

Partial listing of $8.2 bil-
lion of stimulus package
money coming to Ohio

e Direct relief through
state fiscal stabilization
funds and enhanced

funds from the stimulus federal medical assis-

package. tance  percentages:
“We have been very active $4.8 million

in seeking funding from e Infrastructure: $1.5

many different sources for  billion

many different things,” he ¢ Education: $981 mil-

said. Specifically he cited  lion

e Health and Human
Services: $597 million

¢ Energy: $399 million
¢ Criminal Justice: $75
million

the village of Derby sanitary
sewer project and east-west
corridor in Harrison
Township which would con-

See Stimulus

receive funds from

Circleville Police
helps with drug
crackdown

By TRISH BENNETT
STAFF WRITER

CHILLICOTHE — A team
of local, state and federal law
enforcement agencies, includ-
ing the Circleville Police
Department, assisted in pursu-
ing 10 arrests Thursday in con-
nection with
a four-year
investigation
into traffick-
ing of
cocaine,
crack and
marijuana
throughout
central and southern Ohio,
according to the U.S.
Department of Justice.

“We worked warrants
Thursday as part of that team,”
said Chief Wayne Gray. “Sgt.
(Bob) Chapman, Det. (Matt)
Steinbrook and myself served
a warrant and recovered some
money and drugs, and that was
all turned over to the task
force.”

The day began before 6

GRAY

14 indicted

for drugs in
Ross County

“Sgt. (Bob)
Chapman, Det.
(Matt) Steinbrook
and myself served
a warrant and
recovered some
money and drugs,
and that was all
turned over to the
task force.”

— Wayne Gray,
Circleville police chief

a.m., Gray said, and ended for
Circleville officers by approxi-
mately 9:30 a.m. with their
assignment with the task force
completed.

The arrests followed four
federal indictments filed Feb.
12 in addition to indictments
filed in November against
other suspects in the same traf-
ficking case being investigated
by the FBI, BCI, Ross County
Sheriff’s department and other
state and local law enforce-
ment agencies.

“The 14 people named in
these six indictments face
lengthy terms in federal prison

See Drugs

By CRAIG ALLISON
STAFF WRITER

Circleville native Steve
Spicer has a craftsman’s touch.
And the patience of Job.

The 1964 CHS graduate
and former Circleville schools
art teacher recently presented
the Pickaway County
Historical Society’s Canal
Committee with a scale model
of a canal freight boat. The

Ex-art teacher makes
model of canal boat

model was hand made by
Spicer. No prepackaged hobby
shop models here.

The finished model was
presented to the Historical
Society’s canal committee at
their Friday meeting at the
Clark-May Museum on West
Union Street.

The journey to the presenta-
tion was a long one that started
a year ago when Spicer

See Boat

By TRISH BENNETT
STAFF WRITER

Ohio Christian University is
preparing to offer its second mas-
ter's level course in June after
successfully completing its first
offering this month, according to
Dr. Mark Smith, university presi-
dent.

The courses, offered in con-
junction with Wesley Biblical

Dr. Jim Smith, OCU professor,

Seminary, plan to serve students
in the midwest by giving opportu-

Submitted photo
teaches the universi-

improve their ministries, he said.

"This is one of the most excit-
ing announcements of my presi-
dency," Smith said. "Not only is
this the first master's-level offer-
ing for Ohio Christian University,
but it addresses a problem for one
of the highest-need areas of our
nation, which is trained clergy."

Smith said additional benefits
are the growth of the university
and the potential for new job cre-
ation in Ohio and Pickaway
County.

OCU ofters 2nd master’s class

Care Giver", was taught by OCU
professor Dr. Jim Smith and
focused on the theory and prac-
tice of providing care to others
while incorporating numerous
case studies.

The second master's course,

"The Theology of John Wesley",
will be taught June 8 to 12 by Dr.
Bill Ury, a professor from Wesley
Biblical Seminary.

According to Smith, OCU is

approved to offer four master's
level courses and is seeking
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nect Ashville Pike with U.S.
Route 23 in the area of the
Rickenbacker intermodal pro-
ject.

“The Derby sewer has to be
done because we are under find-
ings from the EPA,)” said
Reeser, “and money from the
stimulus package would cere-
tainly help with that situation.”

As to the east-west corridor,
“that would allow truck traffic
from the intermodal area to
hhave a more direct route to
U.S. Route 23 and connecting
higihways rather than having
those trucks go north to 1-270. It
would alleviate a lot of traffic
congestion in that area,” he said.

Reeser said stimulus pack-
age money could even be used
in an expansion of the Pickaway
County Jail. “The Sheriff has
said that he is just about
‘maxed-out’ on space and this
could certainly be a solution to
that,” he said.

Sheriff Dwight Radcliff
elaborated. “Currently we have
no housing distinction between
a non-violent or ‘three day’
offender nd a person who is
being held on murder,” said the
Sheriff. “I have told the com-
missioners that if we had a third
pod designed as low or mini-
mum security, we could house
our short term prisoners there
and free up more maximum
security cells that we can rent to
other law enforcement agencies
and generate income for the
county. Stimulus package dol-
lars could be used for a purpose
like that.”

Nate Green, Economic
Development Director of the
Pickaway Progress Partnership
also spoke to the Derby sewer
project in terms of stimulus
package dollars.

“We have submitted a
request for consideration for
funding of that project,” said
Green. “All of this activity
around stimulus package fund-
ing for different projects is an
ongoing process We are going
to consider any sources of fund-

ing we encounter, and obvious-
ly with the stimulus package
now a reality those sources
should be more in number and
better able to help.”

The press release from
Strickland’s Office reported
$971 million for highway and
bridge  projects.  County
Engineer Bob Parker said he
could make very good use of
some of those funds as well.

“We are currently in a
process where we can submit
projects for funding approval,”’
said Parker. “We have a number
of bridge inspections and
paving projects we could use
the stimulus dollars for. The
application process is not just a
straight consideration of money
though. You are asked how this
specific project will benefit t he
area in terms of employment,
both short and long term. How
will the project benefit the
greater good? Answers to t hose
question will help the money
sources prioritize who gets what
amount of dollars. We’re cer-
tainly putting in for considera-
tion and we will continue to do
so, but the reality is that right
now we don’t have an idea of
what we might receive.”

Also listed in the Governor’s
statement was a $277 earmark
for home weatherization assis-
tance. Pickaway  County
Community Action Executive
Director Dave Hannahs says he
sees a lot of positives;. “The
whole state could see benefits
from this,” he said. “The
amount of money per individual
job could increase or t the over-
all number of homes eligible for
service could increase. Locally
we contract out our weatheriza-
tion services, so conceivably
our contractors could employ
more people for longer periods.
If people are paying less for
their heating and cooling bills,
that could translate into more
disposable income so I see it as
a win all the way around. At this
stage I'm pretty sure we’ll be
able to increase our funding, but
I can’t say right now how
much.”

Circleville Mayor Chuck
Taylor, Public Service Director

Terry Elliott, and Safety
Director Brad Jacobs were a bit
more pragmatic.

“My short answer is, if
there’s a door open with a
potential for funds coming out
of it, we will make every effort
to have our foot stuck in it,” said
Taylor. “But in reality there is so
much coming so fast from so
many factions of government it
is really difficult to know where
to even start the processes to
seek funding.”

Elliott expressed concern
over really how “free” the stim-
ulus package money was.
“When they ask for projects for
funding they really want what
we call “shovel ready” projects-
-those with preliminary land
acquisition and engineering
studies already completed. Our
sewer system and water plant
expansion projects fall into that
category.”

“Our problem though is that
we are on an extremely tight
budget. I don’t to spend money
we barely have to do an expen-
sive engineering study, then
submit the project for consider-
ation and have it turned down.
Then we have spent precious
funds and we have nothing to
show for it.”

He also questioned matching
funds. “Are t here required
matching funds on some or all
of this money? Is it a 30 percent
match? 50 percent? So far there
is no one out there who can tell
us because they don’t know the
answers themselves,” he said.

Another factor is competi-
tion from other government
entities. “We are a pretty small
organization going up against
the likes of ODOT and much
larger municipalities,” said
Parker. We’ll continue to look
as hard as we can, but the reali-
ty is that none of us know right
now.”

Large hopes compared to
still uncertain funding was
indeed the recurring theme with
all the community leaders who
spoke with the Herald.

“We’ll continue to look,”
said Taylor. “But how much
actually lands on all our plates
remains to be seen.”

CRAIG ALLISON/Circleville Herald

Ken Speakman, left, and Steve Jones, right, co-chairmen of the Canal Committee of the
Pickaway County Historical Society, accept from Steve Spicer, center, Spicer's donation of a
scale model, hand built canal freight boat.

Boat

Continued from

approached the committee with
the idea of the model. The com-
mittee gave him a set of canal
boat plans obtained from the
Ohio Historical Society and he
and his wife spent the summer
visiting nearly every site in
Ohio that had anything to do
with canal boats or the history
of the Ohio & Erie Canal.
“Then early this fall I started to
actually assemble it,” said
Spicer. “It was slow going but I
wanted to do it correctly. I kept
a pretty steady pace and I actu-
ally finished it last week when I
attached it to the log base.”

Steve Jones and Ken
Speakman, co-chairmen of the
canal committee, praised both
Spicer’s workmanship and the
donation itself. “This is some-
thing we can take with us when
we give presentations to school
and civic groups. It is a great
visual aid,” said Speakman.

“This is a wonderful dona-
tion Steve has given us,” said
Jones. “He took some time to
do it but you can tell the work-
manship in it is just wonderful.”

The canal committee has a
busy spring and summer
planned for the entertainment
and enlightenment of the com-
munity. Clean up day is sched-
uled for April 16 where the
committee will be joined by

approximately 20 students
from Ohio Christian University
to clean debris from the canal
area.

The annual spring nature
walk will be held May 2.
Participants will be able to
choose the six mile tow-path
trail hike or the shorter four
mile hike from Canal Park to
the Calamus Swamp and back.

Approximately mid-June a
national hovercraft group will
traverse the Scioto River from
Chillicothe to Canal Park and
back, and the third Sunday in
September will be the annual
Canal Day observance and
quarterly meeting of the his-
torical society at the park on
Canal Road.

Drugs
Continued from

if convicted,” said Gregory G.
Lockhart, U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of Ohio.
“These charges are not just
about a few transactions, but
about a historical pattern of
drug trafficking.”

The indictments allege the
defendants possessed and dis-
tributed quantities of crack
cocaine, marijuana and
cocaine, maintained properties
used to manage and control the
illegal distribution of drugs and
illegally possessed firearms in

connection with the drug sales.

On Nov. 6, a federal grand
jury in Columbus returned an
eight-count indictment charg-
ing Lester Hatfield and
William D. Hatfield with con-
spiracy to distribute more than
100 kilograms of marijuana,
money laundering and marijua-
na trafficking. The indictment
also seeks forfeiture of 78
firearms seized during execu-
tion of search warrants. Both
are scheduled for trial on April
13 in Columbus.

In a related case, the grand
jury charged Jackie L.
Daugherty and James H.
Daugherty with conspiracy in a

five-count indictment. James
H. Daugherty pleaded guilty to
conspiracy on February 12,
2009. Trial for Jackie L.
Daugherty is scheduled for
May 18 on charges of distribut-
ing more than 100 kilograms of
marijuana and marijuana traf-
ficking.

Lockhart commended the
cooperative investigation by
the task force that also includ-
ed the Chillicothe Police
Department, the sheriff’s
offices in Highland, Fayette
and Jackson counties, the
Waverly and Jackson police
departments and the Ohio State
Highway Patrol.
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