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Economy prompts county budget change

Plan believed to allow flexibility for county finances

By TRISH BENNETT
STAFF WRITER

The Pickaway County
Commissioners decided to
institute a quarterly budget
plan for the second time in
county history Monday to
allow flexibility in an uncer-
tain economy, according to
Glenn Reeser, commissioner.

“The rationale is that if you
were to appropriate all the
funds for all departments at the
beginning of the year, which is

the normal
process, you
don’t have
any mecha-
nism for tak-

ing those
funds back if b
it would REESER

become nec-
essary,” he said.

The county, which relies on
a 1.5 percent sales tax for near-
ly half its yearly budget,
expects that revenue to fall
substantially by the third quar-

ter of 20009.

“It’s been holding up fairly
well, but it’s starting to show
some deterioration,” Reeser
said. “About 20 percent of
sales tax revenue comes from
vehicle sales every year,
almost $1 million, and vehicle
sales in Pickaway County are
off about 40 percent from
where they were a year ago. |
don’t think it will be possible
for other retail businesses to
offset that.”

If the sales tax revenue

tapers off as expected, he said,
that will be the time for the
commissioners to consider
reworking the 2009 budget.
“We’ve estimated what we
think we need for the next
year, but it’s unclear what’s
going to happen in this econo-
my,” Reeser said. “We just
want to have the ability to
adjust our budget every 90
days if it becomes necessary.
It’s just a management tool
that probably wouldn’t even
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The economy didn’t stop Brad Dixon of Chillicothe from
making the trip to purchase a new car from Barbie Wagner at
See ECONOMY- Don Thompson Lincoln Mercury.

“It was one of those things I was determined I wanted during my life, to make sure I got
my bachelor’s degree. If it’s important for my kids to get theirs, then I should have mine.”
— Stacia Conner

IT’S SUPERMOM

Woman clears
8 1b. 6 0z. hurdle
for college degree

By TRISH BENNETT
STAFF WRITER

hen Stacia Conner
entered the final
stretch toward earn-

ing her bachelors degree from
Ohio Dominican University,
she thought the timing could-
n’t be more perfect.

With a baby due Dec. 19,
she would have plenty of time
to complete her final exam and
graduate before the child’s
arrival.

How quickly plans can
change.

“I had it worked out that I
would finish my last class on
Dec. 9, graduate on Dec. 14,
and have my son on Dec. 19,”
Conner said. “But it just so
happened I went into labor
early, and we ended up having
my son on Dec. 6.”

After 13 years of on-again-
off-again course work and the
past two years in diligent pur-
suit of her bachelor’s of sci-
ence in business administra-
tion, Conner said she was
determined to graduate this
quarter no matter what it took.

What it took in her case
was an understanding profes-
sor willing to go the extra
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Stacia Conner shows off the newest addition to her family after earning her bachelors degree
at Ohio Dominican University. Pictured (from left, back row) are daughter Brittany, 13; Stacia
See SUPERMOM with 2-week-old Evan; and husband Bill. In the front row are Madison, 4, and Mallory, 8.

Health program

slow to reach
Ohio children

Only 4 quality
for $12.5M
plan since April

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A
health insurance program
meant to help middle-
income families who have
youngsters with serious ill-
nesses needs to be reworked
to reach more people, offi-
cials said.

Gov. Ted  Strickland
signed an executive order in
April creating the Children’s
Buy-In Program. Since then,
four children have qualified
and two have been enrolled.

Ohio set aside $12.5 mil-
lion for 2008 and 2009, antic-
ipating coverage for as many
as 5,000 children by June.
About 215,000 Ohio children
have no health insurance,
with about 12 percent from
families with incomes too
high to qualify for federally
funded programs.

Medicaid Director John
Corlett said the state received
applications for 335 children,
but most families didn’t have
enough income to qualify.
Corlett said the word needs to
get out about the program in
Ohio.

The program’s monthly
premiums that can exceed a
car payment might be too
much for some families.

Families must  pay
between $250 and $500 a

Premiums for
Children’s Buy-In
program

Income guidelines for
Children’s Buy-In
Program:

e Family of 2, $42,000-
$56,000 income:
$252.58 monthly premi-
um.

» Family of 4, $84,800-
$106,000 income:
$378.87 monthly premi-
um.

Source:
www.jfs.ohio.gov/ohp/chil

month per child, depending
on the family income.
Children also have to be with-
out insurance for six months
before they can qualify.

“That’s not realistic for a
chronically sick child,” said
Mary Wachtel, director of
health policy for the advoca-
cy group Voices for Ohio’s
Children.

Still, the program is
important for families strug-
gling in a tough economy, she
said. ““We know in these chal-
lenging economic times,
folks are dealing with precar-
ious family budgets,” she
said.

The program also has co-
payments and deductibles,
increasing the cost for partic-
ipating families.

A family might be unable

See HEALTH

Population
estimates

Population estimates as
of July 1, 2008, with the
percent change from
2000:

Ohio 11,485,910 1.2
US 304,059,724 8.0
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Bad economy slows population growth in South, West

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON The
nation’s great migration south
and west is slowing, thanks to
a housing crisis that is making
it hard for many to move.

Most southern and western
states aren’t growing nearly as
fast as they were at the start of
the decade, pausing a long-
term trend fueled by the desire
for open spaces and warmer
climates, according to popula-
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tion estimates released
Monday by the Census
Bureau.

The development could
impact the political map when
House seats are divvied up fol-
lowing the 2010 Census, with

Ohio looking to be the biggest
loser. Southern and western
states will still take congres-
sional seats away from those
in the Northeast and Midwest
— Florida could gain as many
as two House seats and Texas

could pick up four. But some
seats hanging in the balance
could stay put, and California
could be in danger of losing a
seat for the first time since it
became a state.

See POPULATION
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Economy
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come into play until the third
and fourth quarters of the
year, and by that time we’ll
have a much better idea of
what the economic situation
is going to be.”

Rusty Davies, general
manager of Don Thompson,
said sales haven’t been too
bad at the local dealership.
“We’re very optimistic, and
our sales haven’t been
affected a whole lot yet
because of all the great deals
out there,” he said.

For the most part, the
county’s budget is compara-
ble to 2008 with some minor
adjustments here and there,
he said. While elected offi-

cials will not receive a pay
increase next year, the coun-
ty has allowed for a two per-
cent increase for non-elected
county employees.

“Health insurance for the
county went up nine percent,
though, and we couldn’t
afford not to pass the
increase along to employees
this year,” he said. “The
amount of the premium is
going up, and employees
will have to help us pay for
it. It’s unfortunate that on
one hand, we’re giving out
pay increases and on the
other hand we’re taking it
back, but that’s just one of
the adjustments we’ve had to
make.”

Capital  improvements
also have been placed on the
back burner for 2009,

including a proposed pur-
chase of additional office
space, renovations of the
county courthouse and the
addition of a minimum-secu-
rity pod at the Pickaway
County jail.

“Nothing will happen on
any of those projects in
2009, for sure,” Reeser said.
“There’s just not enough
money available for us to
move forward right now. We
will try to get back to it as
soon as money allows, but if
we can get even one of those
projects completed in the
next three years, I think
we’ll be doing well.”

While the county is not
anticipating any layoffs of
its own, Reeser said
Pickaway County is expect-
ed to reach the 10 percent

unemployment mark in
20009.

“We think we’ll see a sub-
stantial increase,” he said.
“We have consistently for
the past several years had
the highest unemployment
rate in the 12 central Ohio
counties, and it’s still true.
We’re right around eight
percent right now.”

Though Pickaway County
traditionally approves an
annual budget, the commis-
sioners instituted a quarterly
plan in 2001 during a finan-
cially uncertain period,
Reeser said. The county
returned to an annual budget
the following year.

— Staff Writer Trish Bennett
can be reached at 474-3133 or
[tbennetr@circlevilleherald.com|
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“My professor, Scott
Palmer, was well aware of
the fact [ was pregnant and
due any day,” she said. “But
he was awesome working
with me.”

Conner said she wrote the
conclusion to her final paper
on a laptop during her four-
day hospital stay and e-
mailed it in time to meet the
deadline. Palmer then per-
sonally delivered her final

exam to her hospital room
and waited with her while
she completed the last step
toward earning her degree.

“Not many professors
would come to St. Ann’s
Hospital and sit with me to
insure I got to graduate,”
Conner said.

Though still recovering
from a C-section, Conner
said she was released from
the hospital on a Wednesday,
attended commencement
practice on Thursday and
walked commencement
Saturday to accept her diplo-
ma.

Though receiving her
degree was not necessary for
advancement in her career as
an account manager for
Checkfree Corporation in
Columbus, Conner said it
was something she wanted
for herself as well as her
three daughters and new son,
Evan.

“It was one of those
things I was determined I
wanted during my life, to
make sure I got my bachelors
degree,” she said. “If it’s
important for my kids to get
theirs, then I should have
mine.”

Health
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to get conventional coverage
because the child has a pre-exist-
ing condition or a chronic illness
that has exhausted lifetime bene-
fits, Corlett said. Medically dis-
abled children also qualify.

Strickland believes the pro-
gram is important because it pro-
vides access to needed health
care coverage for children who
otherwise wouldn’t have health
insurance, said spokesman Keith
Dailey.

“Of course we hope partici-
pation will increase as word con-
tinues to spread about the pro-
gram, but we also understand

that any new program takes time
to get established,” Dailey said.
He said many children were
instead matched with Medicaid
programs through use of the

hundreds  of  applications
received.

At Rainbow Babies and
Children’s Hospital in

Cleveland, Dr. Leona Cuttler
said Monday that social workers
have been briefed about the pro-
gram and which families might
be eligible.

Cuttler, who directs the hos-
pital’s Center for Child Health
and Policy, said the program
would benefit from greater pub-
lic awareness and case workers
who try to alert families of chil-
dren nearing lifetime maximum

benefits.

Overall, enrollment in buy-in
programs across the United
States has been relatively low
because of high premiums,
according to the Georgetown
University  Health  Policy
Institute.

The Ohio program’s applica-
tions started to creep up during
the fall after the state held train-
ing programs and seminars,
Corlett said. The state also could
take a closer look at what
changes may be necessary, he
said.

“We’re just going to have to
figure out what we’re going to
do here. But I do think there is a
great need out there for this pro-
gram,” Corlett said.
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HBO (5:45) sk Mrs. Doubtfire (1993) An estranged dad | The Bucket List Dyingmen make a  |Revolution-|REAL Sports With Katie Summer
poses as a nanny to be with his ch||dren ‘PG-13'[@ (list of things to do before they expire. |ary Bryant Gumbel (TVPG) |Morgans |Hght
MAX L15) *xx Die Hard 2 (1990, Action) Bruce Willis, Bonnie Bedelia. | The Ruins (2008) Camivorous vines _|%x Miss Congeniality (2000) A clumsy FBI agent
olice hero spots military terrorists at D.C. airport. ‘R’ (& entangle tourists at a Mayan temple. &l {goes under cover at a beauty pageant. ‘PG-13" &
SHOW %‘5 :45) x The Ex (2006) |( :15) % Premonition (2007) A woman has a Brotherhood (iTV) (In  (Crank (2006) A poisoned man scurries |( 45}2 Name
ach Braff. ‘PG- 13’ precognitive vision of her husband'’s death ‘PG-13' [Stereo) (TVMA) (0 to find an antidote within the hour. in

Pickaway County Public Library

Beginning January 2009, the
Pickaway County District Public
Library will begin loaning video
games for use on several major
gaming consoles.

More than 180 games have
been ordered for the main
library in Circleville and the
Floyd E. Younkin Branch in
Ashville. Formats include Play
Station 2, Play Station 3, X-Box

and Wii.

Games will be loaned for
seven days with a limit of two
per person; any age can check
out the games which range in
rating from E for Everyone up to
T for Teen.

Gamers can begin placing
holds on items now since they
have been ordered through the
library’s online catalog.

Gaming activities will also
become a part of the library’s
program. Young adults, ages 12
to 17, can visit the main library’s
meeting room on Jan. 20 for a
drop-in gaming event.

At the Younkin Branch in
Ashville, everyone can try out
the Wii gaming system donated
by Friends of the Library from
3-5 p.m., Jan. 26.

CIRCLEUILLE
130 W. Franklin St.
(740) 474-2179

Effective January 1, 2009
The Dorsey Law Office

will become

Seimer G Assoc.

Attorneys at Law

Seimer & Assoc. is a full-service law firm offering
quality, affordable legal services in the areas of:
* DIVORCE * DISSOLUTION * CUSTODY * VISITATION
e CHILD SUPPORT * JUVENILE ® PROTECTION ORDERS °* REAL ESTATE
* BANKRUPTCY ® ESTATE PLANNING ¢ PROBATE ¢ GENERAL BUSINESS

Office Locations:

The Attorneys of Seimer & Assoc. look forward to meeting
the legal needs of the Pickaway County Community.
Call Seimer & Assoc. Today!

LANCASTER
124 W. Main St., Suite 201
(740) 653-6322

1999240

“Dealing With Legal Problems Can Be Stressful,
Dealing With Your Attorney Should Not Be.”
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