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Captain Eric Edgington, Harrison Township Fire Department, inspects the scene of a house fire Wednesday in Darbyville.

Circleville City Council

sent its special attorney back

to the negotiation table in the

proposed conversion of Berger

Hospital from a public hospital

to a private, not-for-profit hos-

pital to find out answers on

three key issues:

■ Amount of the proposed

lease, 

■ Definition of Berger's

600 North Pickaway Street

location as an in-patient facili-

ty, 

■ More details on the vot-

ing membership population of

the proposed Berger Health

System board.

Armed with a long list of

questions, these issues sur-

faced as potential hurdles after

council convened a Committee

of the Whole meeting

Wednesday night to seek

answers and assistance from

its attorney Donald Antrim of

Dinsmore & Shohl.

"It's council's turn to voice

their concerns about the

terms," said Council President

David Crawford, who instruct-

ed council members to tell

Antrim what they didn't like or

understand about the draft

document. "His job will be to

make the changes."

At the top of the list of City

Council concerns was the pro-

posed lease fee of $1 per year,

which many members felt was

alienating public support.

On a suggestion by Patty

Fouch, Antrim will negotiate

for a significant increase in the

yearly lease payment of the

multi-million dollar facility.

The money would be used by

the city solely to promote

health and wellness of its resi-

dents.

Also of concern to council

was more specific assurances

the facility would maintain its

presence in the city as an in-

patient facility.

"The city would loose a lot

City Council questions Berger terms
By DAVID  AMEY

EDITOR

TRISH BENNETT/The Herald

Stacey Sark
(left), a
Scioto
Township
trustee, talks
with Don
Metzler at an
open house
held
Wednesday
at the town-
ship center.
The event
has become
an annual
tradition at
the
Commercial
Point-area
facility in cel-
ebration of
Ohio
Township
Day.

Open house in Commercial Point

E L E C T R I C A L  P RO B L E M S  L E A D  TO  B L A Z E

A suspected electrical fire

Wednesday destroyed a

Darbyville home, according

to Chief Bill Welsh, Harrison

Township Fire Department.

“It’s totally destroyed,”

Welsh said. “They had some

electrical problems in a panel,

and it just went from there.”

The residence, located at

16528 East Street, was a

mobile home with several

room additions covered by an

outer shell, Welsh said. 

The fire spread quickly

from the fuse box where the

blaze reportedly began, he said.

No injuries were reported

in the incident, according to

Deputy Todd Fortner,

Pickaway County Sheriff’s

department.

Units from Harrison

Township, Scioto Township,

Mt. Sterling and Pleasant

Township helped battle the

blaze, which began at approx-

imately 11:49 a.m., Fortner

said.

Both residents and most of

their pets escaped without

injury, but one cat remains

unaccounted for, he said.

The Pickaway County Red

Cross has provided assistance

to the residents, according to

Chief Welsh.

Fire destroys Darbyville home
By TRISH BENNETT

STAFF WRITER

Compared to the decaying

world economy, Pickaway

County’s woes appear minis-

cule ... according to Nate

Green, Pickaway County

Economic Development

director.

“We bottomed out in the

late 1990s and early 2000s,

losing 2,500 jobs, before any

one else did,” he said at the

inaugural  networking and

education round table spon-

sored by the Pickaway

Chamber of Commerce.

“As a result, the local man-

ufacturing sector learned how

to succeed after shedding the

jobs, and now is working

leaner,” he said in his State of

Pickaway County’s

Economy. “That makes our

local economy almost stable.” 

Highlights of last year

include the March opening of

the Norfolk Southern inter-

modal terminal, purchase of

the former Thomson facility

by Circleville Pickaway LLC,

leasing of a 167,000 square

foot warehouse by Le

Gourmet Chef which created

35 new jobs, and the purchase

of the former Wal-Mart facil-

ity by Grandview Outlets.

Circleville received a

$400,000 grant from the U.S.

EPA to perform environmen-

tal assessments on properties

in the city to turn them into

Pickaway
economy
near ‘stable’
Manufacturers in
county learned
to operate leaner

DAVID AMEY/The Herald

Nate Green, Pickaway
County Economic
Development director,
delivers an address on the
state of the local economy.

By DAVID  AMEY

EDITOR

See ECONOMY A5

The woman accused of

shooting her husband in his

sleep on Aug. 10 was

declared currently incompe-

tent to stand trial in the case

Wednesday in Pickaway

County Common Pleas

Court.

Donna Congrove, 46, of

Circleville, was ordered held

for inpatient treatment at

Twin Valley psychiatric hos-

pital in Columbus, according

to Judge P. Randall Knece.

According to the Netcare

psychiatric evaluation

ordered by the court in

October, Congrove may be

competent to face the crimi-

nal charges following pre-

scribed treatment at the facil-

ity. By state statute, Knece

said, Congrove can be held up

to one year at the facility, at

which time she will either be

competent to assist in her

defense or the case will be

reevaluated.

Congrove was arrested fol-

lowing the April 10 shooting,

which she originally reported

as an accident in a 911 call

around 2 a.m. 

Her husband, James

Congrove, was hospitalized

more than a month after the

shooting. He continues to

recover from the injury,

according to Det. John

Strawser, Pickaway County

Sheriff's office.

Congrove pleaded not

guilty by reason of insanity to

the crime after being indicted

Oct. 3 by the Pickaway

County Grand Jury.

According to Det.

Strawser, James Congrove

was granted a five-year civil

protection order against his

wife. 

Woman declared incompetent
Congrove won’t go to trial for shooting husband

By TRISH BENNETT

STAFF WRITER

Sports 
OCU woman breaks school’s 

single-game scoring record with 44 points

A7

Sports 
Logan Elm girls basketball team 

defeats Westfall

A10

See Berger A2
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if Berger decided to move its

operations to the proposed

site on U.S. Route 23 north of

South Bloomfield," said

Councilman Bob

Bensonhaver. "We would

loose at least 400 to 600 jobs

here, and the revenue generat-

ed by the employees."

Crawford called for assur-

ances in the draft document

that Berger would remain an

in-patient facility with gener-

al medicine and surgery avail-

able 24 hours each day, and

would keep an emergency

department.

The third hurdle involved

more discussion on the make

up of the proposed Board of

Governors for Berger Health

System.

The current structure of

governance consists of four

members appointed by

Pickaway County

Commissioners and four

members appointed by the

mayor and approved by

Circleville City Council. The

mayor is the board chairman

but does not have voting

authority unless there is a tie.

The proposed structure of

governance would have 13

members and the majority of

the board must be private.

Three would be nominated by

the city, three by the county

and seven by the BHS Board

Nominating Committee.

Antrim also explained the

draft definition of a super-

majority of board members

needed for passage of major

issues. "As a safeguard we

built in that he board needs

one of the city's representa-

tives, and one of the county's

agree to make major

changes," he said. 

City Council is only one-

half of the equation needed

for privatization to occur,

Fouch noted. The initiative

must also be passed by the

Pickaway County Board of

Commissioners, and mem-

bers of that board are plan-

ning to have a public hearing

later this month to receive

input from county residents.

One meeting was rescheduled

because of the weather, the

next was rescheduled because

of time conflicts.

"We want to hear what

everyone has to say,"

Commissioner Glenn Reeser.

"We want to get as much

input as we can before mak-

ing a decision."

Reeser feels the proposal

shouldn't take too long to

come before the governmen-

tal bodies of the city and

county for a vote following

the meetings.

"The process will then be

for the Board of Governors to

formally present it to both

bodies for acceptance or

rejection," he said.
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HOMEMADE
CANDIES

Since 1840
Ohio’s Oldest & Best

117 W. High St. 474-3313
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VValentine Hours:alentine Hours:
Wed., Feb. 11th thru

Sat., Feb. 14th
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JELLY BELLY

BEANS

SALE $2.00SALE $2.00
Now thru Feb. 14th
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2018070

105 W. Mound St.
Circleville, Ohio

740-474-4400

www.investwebb.com

Come Visit Us At Our New Location!

David Webb Ian Webb
CFP® Financial Advisor

Unique Selection Of OSU Merchandise

110 W. Main St. • 740-420-9596
OPEN Mon. - Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 9-5
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• ALL HOODYS

• ALL JERSEYS

• ALL FIESTA BOWL MERCHANDISE

WINTER CLEARANCE

50% OFF

HUNDREDS OF ITEMS REDUCED FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE
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Solid gold, sterling silver, and precious stones •U.S. Pat. No. 7,007,507 • © • All rights reserved.

121 S. Court St. 474-7916 Circleville
Mon.-Sat. 10-5pm • Friday 10-7pm
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Simpsons ^ Half Men ^ Half Men ^ Hold’’ (In Stereo) (PA) ^ Compete’’ (In Stereo) ^ Raymond ^

The NewsHour With Jim Business Hometime The This Old House Antiques Roadshow History Detectives (In As Time Tavis
Lehrer (N) (In Stereo) ^ Rpt. ^ Hour (In Stereo) ^ ‘‘Dallas’’ (TVG) ^ Stereo) ^ Goes By ^ Smiley ^
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TTT First Blood (1982, Action) A Vietnam vet is TTTZ Mystic River (2003, Crime Drama) Sean Penn, Tim Robbins. A TTTZ October Sky
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K-9 Cops ‘‘Meet the Cat People ^ Dog Show ‘‘AKC/Eukanuba National Championship 08/09’’ (TVG) Dog Show: AKC National
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Top Chef ‘‘Restaurant Top Chef ‘‘Super Bowl Top Chef ‘‘Le Bernardin’’ The Real Housewives of The Real Housewives of The Millionaire
Wars’’ ^ Chef Showdown’’ ^ ^ Orange County ^ Orange County ^ Matchmaker ^

Nanny 911 (In Stereo) ^ Nanny 911 (In Stereo) ^ Extreme Makeover: Home Edition (In Stereo) ^ Cowell Cable Guy Comedy Comedy

Mad Money Kudlow Report CNBC Reports Westminster Dog Show On the Money Mad Money

The Situation Room Lou Dobbs Tonight ^ Brown-No Bias Larry King Live (TVPG) Anderson Cooper 360 (TVPG) ^

(4:30) RENO 911! Scrubs (In Scrubs ‘‘My Daily Show Colbert Futurama South Park S. S. Daily Show Colbert
Meatballs II ^ Stereo) ^ Old Lady’’ Report ^ ^ Silverman Silverman Report

THS Investigates: E! News The Daily 20 Best and Worst Celebrity Plastic Surgery Saturday Night Live (In E! News Chelsea
Dating Nightmares (N) (TVPG) 10 (TVPG) Stories Stereo) ^ (TVPG) Lately (N)

SportsCenter (Live) ^ College Basketball: Teams TBA. (Live) (TVG) ^ College Basketball: Teams TBA. (Live) (TVG) ^ SportsCenter (Live) ^

Horn Interrupt College Basketball: Teams TBA. (Live) (TVG) ^ College Basketball: Teams TBA. (Live) (TVG) ^ College Basketball
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Special Report FOX Report The O’Reilly Factor ^ Hannity On the Record The O’Reilly Factor
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Stereo) ^ Stereo) ^ Standing Standing Stereo) ^ Your Cake’’ Elizabeth II and Tony Blair struggle over a tragedy. Grace ^ Grace ^

Daddy Daddy The Real World (TVPG) Best Dance Crew Making, Band Best Dance Crew Making, Band
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Drake & Drake & Zoey 101 Drake & Sponge- Drake & Home Home George George Family Family
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Flapjack Flapjack 6TEEN 6TEEN Chowder Flapjack Total Dra 6TEEN King of Hill King of Hill Family Guy Family Guy
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Stereo) ^ Stereo) ^ Home Videos ^ bootlegger burns rubber to evade a stubborn sheriff. (In Stereo) ^ Lunch’’ ^ Fallen Idol’’

Wizards- Wizards- Zack & Hannah TTZ Herbie: Fully Loaded (2005) The Love Bug Wizards- Life With Zack & Hannah
Place Place Cody Montana ^ and its new owner enter the world of auto racing. ‘G’ Place Derek ^ Cody Montana ^

(5:00) Epic Martian Child (2007, Drama) A single man adopts a TT P.S. I Love You (2007) A widow gets messages HBO Frst Real Sex Cathouse:
Movie ^ youngster who claims he is from the Red Planet. ^ left by her husband to help her cope. ‘PG-13’ ^ Look Xtra Pty

(5:15) TTZ Be Kind Groove (2000) A young woman guides TT Alvin and the Chipmunks (2007, TTTZ Speed (1994) Keanu Reeves. A transit bus is
Rewind (2008) ‘PG-13’ a reluctant attendee during a rave. ^ Comedy) Jason Lee, David Cross. ‘PG’ wired to explode if it drops below 50 mph. ‘R’ ^

(5:15) TTZ Bobby (:15) TZ Delta Farce (2007, Comedy) Three bogus (8:55) TTT Sicko (2007, Documentary) Filmmaker U.S. of Secret
(2006) ‘R’ ^ soldiers believe they are in the Middle East. ‘PG-13’ Michael Moore examines U.S. health care. ‘PG-13’ Tara Diary
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Library schedule

February is Library
Lovers Month! Visit any
library location and tell us
why you love the library
and you can enter a draw-
ing for a basket of goodies
donated by the Friends of
the Library. Entries will be
accepted at the Main
Library in Circleville, the
Floyd E. Younkin Branch
in Ashville and on the
Bookmobile through
February.

Free tax counseling
sessions will again be
offered by AARP Tax-Aide
volunteers at the Main
Library. Appointments are
available each Thursday
from Feb. 5 through April
9 from approximately 1
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call 474-
4119 to schedule an
appointment. This service
is provided by AARP vol-
unteers and is not con-
ducted by library staff.

Library schedule for
February:
• Feb. 7 - Valentine’s Day
Boxes (ages 6 and up),
Main Library, 1-2 p.m.,
registration required, call
477-1644, ext. 236, to
register.
• Feb. 10 - Teen Tuesday
(ages 12-17), Main
Library, 3-5 p.m. Young
adults are invited to play
games, meet friends and
snack in the meeting
room.
• Feb. 11 - Family Movie
Matinee, Main Library,
4:30-6 p.m.
• Feb. 16 - President's
Day, Library open, 9:30
a.m. to 8 p.m.
• Feb. 18 - Adult computer
classes, Main Library, var-
ious times.
• Feb. 23 - Senior Adult
Wii Bowling, Main Library,
10-11:30 a.m.; Younkin
Branch, 3-5 p.m.
Everyone is invited to play
games and meet friends
in the meeting room.
• Feb. 24 - Teen Tuesday
(ages 12-17), Main
Library, 3-5 p.m.
• Feb. 26 - Family Movie
Matinee, Younkin Branch,
4:30-6 p.m.

Main Library
Storytimes: Tuesdays,
10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.;
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Call 477-1644, ext. 236 to
register.

Younkin Branch
Storytimes – Preschool
Storytime, Tuesdays, 6:30
p.m.; Toddler Storytime,
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.;
Preschool Storytime,
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.

Visit www.pick-
awaylib.org or either
library location for more
details.

— Submitted 

Obama pushes back against
GOP critics of stimulus

WASHINGTON (AP) — Polite yet pointed,

President Barack Obama pushed back against

Republican critics of the economic stimulus

legislation making its way through Congress

on Wednesday, even as he reached across party

lines to consider scaling back spending in the

bill.

‘‘Let’s not make the perfect the enemy of

the essential,’’ Obama said as Senate

Republicans stepped up their criticism of the

bill’s spending and pressed for additional tax

cuts and relief for homeowners. He warned

that failure to act quickly ‘‘will turn crisis into

a catastrophe and guarantee a longer reces-

sion.’’

Democratic leaders have pledged to have

legislation ready for Obama’s signature by the

end of next week, and they concede privately

they will have to accept some spending reduc-

tions along the way.

‘‘This bill needs to be cut down,’’

Republican Mitch McConnell of Kentucky

said on the Senate floor. He cited $524 million

for a State Department program that he said

envisions creating 388 jobs. ‘‘That comes to

$1.35 million per job,’’ he added.

Republicans readied numerous attempts to

reduce the cost of the $900 billion measure,

which includes tax cuts and new spending

designed to ignite recovery from the worst eco-

nomic crisis since the Great Depression.

Obama signs bill extending
health coverage to  children

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack

Obama signed a bill Wednesday extending

health coverage to 4 million uninsured chil-

dren, a much-needed win a day after he lost his

nominee to lead his drive for sweeping health

care reform.

‘‘This is good. This is good,’’ a smiling

Obama said as he entered the East Room for

the packed, ebullient signing ceremony.

The bill went to the White House fresh from

passage in the Democratic-controlled House,

on a vote of 290-135. Forty Republicans joined

in approval.

The bill calls for spending an additional

$32.8 billion on the State Children’s Health

Insurance Program, known as SCHIP, which

now enrolls an estimated 7 million children.

Lawmakers generated that revenue by raising

the federal tobacco tax.

Obama said adding 4 million children to the

program was a key step toward his promise of

universal health care coverage for all.

‘‘We fulfill one of the highest responsibili-

ties that we have, to ensure the health and well-

being of our nation’s children,’’ the president

said before a cheering audience of families,

lawmakers and interest groups. ‘‘Providing

coverage to 11 million children is a downpay-

ment on my commitment to cover every single

American.’’

FBI searches Boston-area home
of man linked to Tylenol deaths

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (AP) — Federal

agents on Wednesday searched the home of

a man linked to the fatal 1982 Tylenol poi-

sonings in the Chicago area that triggered a

nationwide scare and prompted dramatic

changes in the way food and medical prod-

ucts are packaged.

No one was ever charged with the deaths

of seven people who took the cyanide-

laced drugs. The FBI would not immediate-

ly confirm that the search at the home of

James W. Lewis was related to the Tylenol

case, only that it was part of an ongoing

investigation.

Lewis served more than 12 years in

prison for sending an extortion note to

Johnson & Johnson demanding $1 million

to ‘‘stop the killing.’’
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