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Smart Home Equity Loans

Remember, the equity you’ve worked 
hard to build can help you finance 
home repairs and  improvements. 
Visit The Savings Bank for a home 
equity line that will fit your budget 
and provide opportunities for tax 
savings. That’s SmartBanking™.
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It wasn't an enormous amount of snow that fell Thursday, but it was just enough for a little boy to scoop with his little shovel.
Brodie, 6, son of Brian and Jeana Routt of Circleville, was busy clearing the snow from the sidewalk in front of his house yester-
day afternoon. The weather conditions did cause Logan Elm schools to cancel.

Right size shovel for the job

Trish Bennett/Circleville Herald

Ken Roark, pastor of Shield of Faith Ministries, says the church
should be dry enough for services on Sunday after a water leak
earlier this week.

Cold temperatures caused
broken pipes and rising water
for Shield of Faith Ministries
this week, leaving the congrega-
tion praying for a dry-out in
time for Sunday services.

“It was quite an experience
walking into the church and the

place was flooded,” said Ken
Roark, pastor of the church at
28840 Logan Elm Rd. “I felt
like Noah almost. Thought I'd
better build an ark real quick.”

Roark said the corner of a
half-inch copper elbow blew out
in the ceiling of the church's
restroom, causing significant
flooding throughout the building.

He believes the break occurred
when temperatures dropped
Sunday night, but the damage
wasn't discovered until Tuesday.

“My son likes to play drums,
and he went over there Tuesday
night,” said Roark. “He called

and said there was water every-
where a couple of inches deep.”

The water was removed
quickly, and Roark said dehu-
midifiers and air fans are work-
ing to dry out the damage so that
repairs can begin. He expects
insurance to cover the cost of
repairing the damage, which
includes some ceiling and dry-
wall work, as well as replacing
carpet throughout the building.
The rest of the plumbing will
also be inspected to make sure
they don't have any more
unpleasant surprises.

Shield of Faith Ministries

began seven years ago when
eight people began gathering for
services in Roark's living room,
he said. Since then, the church
has grown to more than 65 mem-
bers, meeting first in Kingston
before moving into their new
church nearly three years ago.

Roark said he expects services
to be held as usual this Sunday. 

“We're hoping it will be dried
out enough that we can at least
get chairs back in there and have
services,” he said.

He anticipates repair work to
be completed within the next
five weeks.

No need to come in pairs on Sunday
Local church
should be dry
for services

By TRISH BENNETT
STAFF WRITER

The Circleville City Schools
Foundation launched its first
community program Thursday
with the help of seed money
from a donor and Pat
Colangeli's freshman honors
English class. 

The foundation donated
$200  for the students to spend
on anything they choose to help
the Circleville community.

“The foundation granted my
class $10 per student to go out
and try to find a project that
would make a difference for our
community,” said Colangeli.
“They could do something indi-
vidually or team up together and
ask for matching funds from
businesses. It's really up to the
individual student.”

She said the students did
some brainstorming during
Thursday's class and came up
with several ideas for how their
money could best be spent.

Many of the suggestions, like
projects to benefit the American
Cancer Society and Ronald
McDonald House, stemmed
from students' own experiences
with family members who
required those services.
Students could also choose
something as simple as helping
a family in the grocery store line
pay for their bill. 

The class project is expected
to run through March, although
Colangeli said the end date will
vary based on the individual
efforts. Students will then write
an essay about how they used
their money to benefit the com-
munity.

“These students will learn
that a little money, creativity
and effort can make a big differ-
ence in our community,” said

Here’s
$10, 
go help
people
School Foundation
starts with program
to aid community

By TRISH BENNETT
STAFF WRITER

Ohio Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher has
pledged to help Pickaway
County work on improving eco-
nomic conditions in the county,
but stressed that the rewards of
economic development may not
be seen for some time.

“Economic development is
not for the faint of heart,” Fisher
said. “There is great news on
the horizon, but we are going
through tough economic devel-
opment times.”

Fisher, who jointly serves as
the head of the Ohio
Department of Development, as
well as Nate Green, P3 econom-
ic development director, spoke
about the economic develop-
ment challenges for 2008 and
how Pickaway County can con-
tinue to be prosperous in its
economic development endeav-
ors.

P3, the economic develop-
ment agency for Pickaway
County and its municipalities,

Business
outlook
slow, but
improving
Lt. Gov. of Ohio
offers support 
for Pickaway Co.

By WAYLON STRICKLAND
STAFF WRITER
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COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) —
Tax cuts given to Ohio business-
es and individuals as part of a
2005 tax reform package can be
blamed for the state’s projected
budget shortfall, critics of the
tax changes said Thursday.

Others took shots at
increased spending on
Medicaid, the federal-state pro-
gram that help pays for health
care for the needy, disabled and
low-income families.

Democratic Gov. Ted
Strickland announced
Wednesday that projections for
the current two-year budget
show a shortfall ranging from
$733 million to $1.9 billion by
the end of June 2009, depending

how the economy fares.
State agencies have been asked

to find ways to cut spending.
The tax breaks, which were

intended to boost manufacturing
investment and give citizens
more money to pump into the
economy, were adopted by the
R e p u b l i c a n - c o n t r o l l e d
Legislature and eagerly
embraced by the Strickland
administration when it took
office last year.

Strickland and House
Speaker Jon Husted continue to

defend the tax cuts, blaming the
projected budget shortfall on
economic factors outside the
state’s control.

But there is little evidence
that the tax breaks have had the
desired effect, said Zach
Schiller, research director at
Policy Matters Ohio, a
Cleveland-based economic
research organization.

‘‘Where is the economic
growth we’re seeing from this?
Where are the jobs? Where’s the
income?’’Schiller asked. ‘‘I think

this confirms the inherent wrong-
headedness of the tax reform.’’

He said the state has lost man-
ufacturing jobs at twice the rate
of the country as a whole since
the tax breaks began taking effect
in June 2005 and that overall
employment has been stagnant.

The policies contained in the
tax reform package were expected
to lower state revenue in the cur-
rent budget by $1.3 billion,
according to the Department of
Taxation. Those policies included
personal income tax cuts, tax
relief for some businesses and the
phasing in of a higher cigarette tax
rate and a commercial activity tax.

They also helped lower the
state income tax burden for an
Ohio family making $60,000
from $1,824 in 2004 to $1,474
in 2008. By 2009, the burden
would be $1,389, a roughly 21
percent decrease since the tax
reform was initiated.

Tax cuts keep Ohio budget in red
2005 reform
hasn’t worked,
experts say

Waylon Strickland/Circleville Herald

Ohio Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher visit-
ed Pickaway County on
Thursday for the first time dur-
ing his tenure.

“Where is the economic growth we’re see-
ing from this? Where are the jobs?
Where’s the income? I think this confirms
the inherent wrong-headedness of the tax
reform.’’

— Zach Schiller, research director 
at Policy Matters Ohio

See P3 A2
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U.S. would send troops to Pakistan

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Bush administration is willing to send
a small number of U.S. combat troops to Pakistan to help fight the insur-
gency there if Pakistani authorities ask for such help, Defense Secretary
Robert Gates said Thursday.

‘‘We remain ready, willing and able to assist the Pakistanis and to
partner with them to provide additional training, to conduct joint opera-
tions, should they desire to do so,’’Gates told a news conference.

Gates said the Pakistani government has not requested any addition-
al assistance in the weeks since al-Qaida and affiliated extremists have
intensified their fighting inside Pakistan. And he stressed that the United
States would respect the Pakistanis’ judgment on the utility of American
military assistance.

‘‘We’re not aware of any proposals that the Pakistanis have made to
us at this point,’’he said. ‘‘This is clearly an evolving issue. And what we
have tried to communicate to the Pakistanis and essentially what we are
saying here is we are prepared to look at a range of cooperation with
them in a number of different areas, but at this point it’s their nickel, and
we await proposals or suggestions from them.’’

Gates made his remarks not as an announcement but in response to
questions from reporters at a regularly scheduled news conference in
which he also declined to say whether U.S. combat troops have previ-
ously crossed the border from Afghanistan into Pakistan to conduct com-
bat operations.

Deal on tax rebates announced

WASHINGTON (AP) — Congressional leaders announced a deal
with the White House Thursday on an economic stimulus package that
would give most tax filers refunds of $600 to $1,200, and more if they
have children.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Congress would act on the agree-
ment — hammered out in a week of intense negotiations with
Republican Leader John A. Boehner and Treasury Secretary Henry
Paulson — ‘‘at the earliest date, so that those rebate checks will be in the
mail.’’

President Bush praised the agreement in a statement he delivered to
reporters at the White House. ‘‘This package has the right set of policies
and is the right size,’’he said.

The rebates, which would go to about 116 million families, had
appeal for both Democrats and Republicans. Pelosi’s staff noted that they
would include $28 billion in checks to 35 million working families who
wouldn’t have been helped by Bush’s original proposal. Republicans, for
their part, were pleased that the bulk of the rebates — more than 70 per-
cent, according to an analysis by Congress’ Joint Tax Committee —
would go to individuals who pay taxes.

Individuals who pay income taxes would get up to $600, working
couples $1,200 and those with children an additional $300 per child
under the agreement. Workers who make at least $3,000 but don’t pay
taxes would get $300 rebates.

The first rebate payments could begin going out in May, and most
people could have them by July, said Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson,
noting that the IRS will already be overwhelmed processing 2007 tax
returns. The rebates were expected to cost about $100 billion, and the
package also includes close to $50 billion in business tax cuts.

Italian premier resigns after losing vote

ROME (AP) — Italian Premier Romano Prodi resigned Thursday
after his center-left coalition lost a Senate confidence vote, a humiliating
end to a 20-month-old government plagued by infighting.

Calling early elections or asking a politician to try to form another
government are among President Giorgio Napolitano’s options as head
of state. Until he decides, Prodi will stay on in a caretaker role.

Elected in April 2006, Prodi has had a shaky government from near-
ly the start. It lurched toward collapse this week after a small Christian
Democrat party, whose votes were vital to his Senate majority, yanked
its support in the latest coalition spat.

Prodi, a 68-year-old former economics professor, went into the vote
with the numbers stacked against him after a few additional senators in
his coalition parties said they would cast ‘‘no’’votes.

The government lost 161-156 after a fiery debate during which one
senator was spat upon, fainted and had to be carried out on a stretcher.

Kucinich ends presidential bid

CLEVELAND (AP) — Democrat Dennis Kucinich is abandoning
his second, long-shot bid for the White House as he faces a tough fight
to hold onto his other job — U.S. congressman.

In an interview with Cleveland’s Plain Dealer, the six-term House
member said he was quitting the race and would make a formal
announcement today.

‘‘I will be announcing that I’m transiting out of the presidential cam-
paign,’’Kucinich said. ‘‘I’m making that announcement tomorrow about
a new direction.’’

Kucinich has received little support in his presidential bid; he got 1
percent of the vote in the New Hampshire primary and was shut out in
the Iowa caucuses. He did have a devoted following.

Kucinich, 61, is facing four challengers in the Democratic congres-
sional primary March 4, and earlier this week he made an urgent appeal
on his Web site for funds for his re-election. Rival Joe Cimperman has
been critical of Kucinich for focusing too much time outside of his dis-
trict while campaigning for president.

His decision comes a month after the death of his youngest brother,
Perry Kucinich.

Kucinich said he will not endorse another Democrat in the primary.

Marine indicted in colleague’s killing

JACKSONVILLE, N.C. (AP) — A prosecutor offered a deal
Thursday to Mexican authorities and a Marine wanted in the killing a 20-
year-old pregnant colleague: If he is arrested in Mexico, he won’t face
lethal injection in North Carolina.

Investigators believe Cpl. Cesar Laurean has fled to his native
Mexico, which refuses to send anyone back to the United States unless
provided assurances they won’t face the death penalty.

‘‘The choices presented to me were either a possible life without
parole sentence, or the defendant living in Mexico the rest of his life and
never brought to trial,’’Onslow County District Attorney Dewey Hudson
said in announcing an indictment charging Laurean, 21, with first-degree
murder.

The remains of Lance Cpl. Maria Lauterbach, 20, were found with
those of her fetus earlier this month in a fire pit in Laurean’s back yard.
Lauterbach, who had once accused Laurean of rape, had been missing
since mid-December. Military investigators are still working to identify
the father of Lauterbach’s unborn child, Hudson said.

A2 Circleville Herald,      Friday, January 25, 2008

Pickaway-Ross Career & Technology Center

www.pickawayross.com   •   740-642-1440

2 Year Program Beginning April 2, 2008
Held at the VA Medical Center Bldg. #4

Approved by The Ohio Board of Nursing • Currently Accepting Applications

is now offering a
New Part-Time Evening/Weekend

Practical Nursing Education Program
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NOTICE TO
PROPERTY TAXPAYERS
Due date payments of first half 2007 real estate taxes will be
February 15, 2008.

Payments may be mailed or paid in person at the Pickaway
County Treasurer’s Office Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.

FAILURE TO RECEIVE A TAX BILL DOES NOT
AVOID PENALTY AND INTEREST CHARGES.

In accordance with ORC 323.12.1 there will be a 5% penalty
after the due date and a 10% penalty 10 days after the due date.

If you own property and do not receive a first half real estate
tax bill, please call the Treasurer’s office at 740-474-2370.

Ellery S. Elick
Pickaway County Treasurer

207 S. Court St., Room 2      Circleville, Ohio 43113
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Larry Scheiber, chairman of the
foundation board. “We liked the
unique nature of this class pro-
ject, which is why our board
supported funding it.”

The recently formed
Circleville City Schools
Foundation is sponsored by the
larger Pickaway Foundation
with a goal of enhancing educa-
tional opportunities for students
within the school district. 

Scheiber said the nine-mem-
ber board, which includes one
student member, believes the
sky is the limit for what they
hope to accomplish.

“We can do more projects
like this, have authors come in,
sponsor supplemental classes,
anything along those lines,” he
said. “As long as it's enhancing
the education of the kids in the
school system, we can do it.”

Scheiber said another goal of
the fledgling foundation is to
work with existing groups
throughout the community on
programs to encourage kids to
explore post-graduation oppor-
tunities.

“In Pickaway County, the
number of students going on to
college or other post-high school
education is very low,” he said.
“We'd like to target some things
to change that.”

The funding for the English
class project came from a donor
who supplied initial seed money
to the foundation to get them
started, said Scheiber.

“That's what got us rolling,”
he said. “The hope is that people
will contribute to this unrestrict-
ed so we can use it for whatever
projects we have going. They
can also contribute with specific
ideas in mind, and then we
would administer the money
according to their wishes.”

Scheiber said they also hope
to receive ideas from teachers
and other community members
for future projects like the one
for Mrs. Colangeli's class.

“It was great fun,” he said of
Thursday's project launch. “The
kids were so excited. It's going
to be a neat thing, I think. We'll
have to wait and see what hap-
pens with it.”

School
Continued from A1

“The hope is that
people will con-
tribute to this unre-
stricted so we can
use it for whatever
projects we have
going.”

— Larry Scheiber,
foundation chairman

is working to create 1,500 new,
high-quality jobs, $45 million in
payroll and $450 million in new
capital investment in the county
by 2011.

The Greater Columbus
Chamber of Commerce, which
includes Pickaway County, pro-
jects that central Ohio will see
an overall growth of about 3,500
jobs in 2008, slightly down from
last year.

Although those numbers are
low, the chamber expects growth
in the transportation and health
care sectors, which Green said

will be beneficial for the county.
Berger Hospital is the largest

employer in Pickaway County,
and Green expects the health care
sector to continue to have strong
growth well into the future,
although he said it is possible that
health care growth may slow over
the next 20 to 30 years.

The loss of traditional manu-
facturing jobs has had a devas-
tating impact on Pickaway
County in recent years, but
Green is confident other
employment sectors can bring
some of those lost jobs back.

“We've probably seen all the
manufacturing downsizing for
some time,” Green said. “For
2008, growth is expected in the

logistics sector, particularly
around Rickenbacker, and in
smaller scale businesses and
enterprises.”

Ohio has excellent logistical
capabilities, which will be a pri-
mary driving force in expanding
the state's economy, according
to Fisher. He pointed to the
development of the
Rickenbacker intermodal cam-
pus as a promising site to
improve the economic state of
Pickaway County.

“Rickenbacker is one of the
great intermodal sites in the coun-
try, not just in Ohio,” Fisher said.

P3
Continued from A1

— Staff Writer Waylon Strickland
can be reached at 474-3133 or

wstrickland@circlevilleherald.com.

Waylon Strickland/Circleville Herald

John Stevenson, former county
commissioner and state execu-
tive director for the Ohio Farm
Service Agency, was presented
P3's 2008 Leadership in
Economic Development award.
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