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A veteran corrections officer for
the Pickaway County Sheriff’s
department pleaded guilty to one
count of theft in office Wednesday
in Pickaway County Common
Pleas court.

Karen S. Brown, 46, of
Circleville, was charged with steal-
ing more than $5,000 from the

Pickaway County jail between
March 2006 and March 2008 by
altering the amount of deposits to
several accounts.

Judy Wolford, Pickaway
County prosecutor, said the actual
amount of the theft is closer to
$18,000, but an exact figure is
pending completion of a state audit
of the jail accounts. 

The charge of theft in office for
amounts more than $5,000 but less
than $100,000 is a third degree
felony. It carries a maximum
penalty of five years in state prison
and up to $10,000 in fines.

According to Emily Frazee,

spokesperson for the state auditor’s
office, an audit of the Sheriff’s
department’s jail accounts is being
handled as part of a county-wide
audit currently underway, and
results likely will not be available
until the end of summer. 

A state audit is considered stan-
dard procedure when a theft is dis-
covered or suspected within a gov-
ernment agency, she said.

“We obviously can’t look at
every department within every
government agency at once,”
Frazee said. “But we take things
like this very seriously, and when
we’re alerted of a problem, we can

go into that area and provide an
independent auditor’s perspective.”

Brown worked as a corrections
officer for the Sheriff’s office for
13 years and served as the jail sec-
retary. She resigned from her posi-
tion after being placed on paid
administrative leave pending a pre-
disciplinary hearing.

The theft was discovered when
Sheriff’s department officials
noticed a discrepancy in cash with-
drawals and daily deposits in the
jail accounts.

After an investigation by
Sheriff’s detectives, Brown was

Brown pleads guilty to theft
Officer accused of
stealing cash from
Pickaway Co. jail

NANCY RADCLIFF/Circleville Herald

Karen S. Brown, pictured with her attorney,
Stephen Gussler, pleaded guilty to taking
money from the Sheriff’s department while
employed at the Pickaway County jail.

By TRISH BENNETT
STAFF WRITER

See THEFT A2
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C I R C L E  A R E A  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y

It was standing room only at
Berger Hospital Wednesday
night during the first of two
public forums to discuss
Berger’s proposal to convert
from a public to a private, non-
profit health system.

A largely supportive crowd
of more than 150 people turned
out for the first public meeting
to be held on the issue since the
Berger Board of Governors
began discussing the conver-
sion in November.

“I think the meeting was
very positive,” Berger CEO
Larry Thornhill said. “It was a
good opportunity for the public
to come out and be informed
about the conversion.”

Board member Dr. Charlie
Hedges, Thornhill and hospital
President Tim Colburn gave a
presentation explaining the
technicalities of the conversion
and why Berger is considering
the conversion.

“These meetings are the
next logical step in the conver-
sion process,” Colburn said.

The conversion process is
essentially a change in gover-
nance structure and a way for
the hospital to remain competi-
tive into the future, according to
Thornhill.

Thornhill said 95 percent of
Pickaway County residents
aren’t concerned if Berger

becomes a private hospital as
long as the quality of care and
availability of services remain
high, which Thornhill main-
tains will happen.

Public concerns were best
summed up by the last comment
of the night from Circleville res-
ident Bob Johnson.

“We’re trying to be support-
ive, but we want to know what
we’re supporting,” Johnson said.

Several people at the meet-
ing also said they were con-
cerned the conversion was sim-
ilar to a takeover deal with
Mount Carmel Health System
that fell through in 1999. That
deal would’ve seen Mount
Carmel purchase a majority 60
percent stake in Berger for
between $40 and $50 million,
taking it out of local control.

Circleville resident Bob
Snead raised concern about the
loss of transparency and public
accountability should the con-
version go through. 

As a public hospital, Berger
currently must conform with
Ohio Sunshine Laws, which
protect the public’s right to
freedom of information. If the
hospital converts, the hospital
won’t have to comply with that,
although it will be subject to
scrutiny from the Internal
Revenue Service because it
would have to file a yearly tax
return, which doesn’t happen
now, according to Colburn.

Big crowd brings
questions about
hospital’s future

For the first time in its history,
the Circle Area Humane Society
will have its own shelter facility,
thanks to a donation from the
estate of former member Mary
Virginia Crites Hannan.

Christine Roan, president of
the society, said the group
recently used part of the dona-
tion to purchase the building at
185 Island Road, with the rest
earmarked for renovating and
equipping the building as an offi-
cial animal shelter.

“The Pickaway County dog
shelter will still handle dogs,”
Roan said. “Our shelter will
mainly be for cats and any
abused, neglected or abandoned
dogs we take in from cruelty
cases.”

Roan said the society hopes
the building fund will cover the
cost of renovations, equipment
and short-term operation of the

Society buys
building with
estate donation

NANCY RADCLIFF/Circleville Herald

Christine Roan, president of the Circle Area Humane Society, plays with Hope, a Bull
Mastiff mix who needs expensive heartworm treatment to survive.

Commercial Point
royalty
2008 Homecoming Queen
Aryn Gritter, 15, center, was crowned
81st annual Commercial Point
Homecoming queen Wednesday. She
is the daughter of Todd and Jennifer
Gritter of Commercial Point. First
Runner Up (left) is Allison Sark, 15,
daughter of Bill and Susan Sark of
Circleville. Second Runner Up (right)
is Lauren Seger, 16, daughter of Tara
and Daniel Reese of Williamsport. The
Homecoming festival continues
through Saturday at the men's club.

By TRISH BENNETT
STAFF WRITER

See SHELTER A2

ASHVILLE — A break-in
at the Ashville Hardware store
last week resulted in the theft
of 11 semi-automatic weapons
and ammunition for them,
according to Det. Jeffrey
George, Ashville Police
department.

The break-in occurred

sometime between the close of
the business Thursday night
and opening time Friday
morning, he said.

Police have questioned sev-
eral suspects in the case, and
more information will become
available as the investigation
continues by Ashville Police
and the Pickaway County
Sheriff’s Office.

Weapons stolen
11 semi-automatic guns taken

HERALD STAFF REPORTS

Abused
animals
to get
shelter

TRISH BENNETT/Circleville Herald

By WAYLON STRICKLAND
STAFF WRITER

See HOSPITAL A2



questioned and subsequently
arrested upon her return from a
scheduled vacation March 24.

Stephen Gussler, Brown’s
attorney, confirmed the

approximate amount of the
theft and said she intends to
repay the money with interest
by mid-July through a with-
drawal from her pension fund.

“It is an unfortunate situa-
tion,” Gussler said. “Recent
cases of embezzlement and
theft have really involved large

sums of money that were used
for living styles and that kind
of thing. Miss Brown faced a
situation with a disabled hus-
band and a sick child hospital-
ized in Columbus, and she
made some poor judgments.”

Gussler said Brown knows
she breached her civic duty

and her duty to her employer,
and she regrets her actions.

“She is profoundly embar-
rassed by this, especially for
Sheriff Radcliff who has
always been a friend,” he said.

Judge P. Randall Knece
continued Brown’s personal
recognizance bond and

ordered a pre-sentence investi-
gation. She will be sentenced
upon completion of the inves-
tigation, which will take
approximately six weeks.

facility as they continue
fundraising efforts to meet
additional needs.

“I can’t stress enough the
help that we need,” she said.
“A lot of our money will be
tied up in the building, and
we’re hoping the public will
support us. We’ve never had a
shelter for the humane soci-
ety, and we’ve never been
able to do anything for cats,
so we can really use dona-
tions.”

Some of the additional
needs, she said, include the
care and placement of ani-

mals involved in cruelty cases
through the court system. The
humane society is actively
seeking donations and perma-
nent homes for three dogs.

The most expensive of the
three is a bull mastiff mix
named Hope, who needs
heartworm treatment in order
to survive. The dog was left
tied up at an abandoned house
near the railroad tracks, Roan
said, and treatment for the
often fatal condition is esti-
mated at nearly $1,000
because of her size.

The humane society is also
caring for a medium sized
mixed breed dog approxi-
mately a year old who needed
surgery to remove a collar

embedded in its neck.
“They had to start right

under his chin clear down his
chest to get the collar out,”
she said. “Then he had to
have a drain put in and be on
antibiotics and all that.”

The owners were charged
for the cost of the surgery,
Roan said, but additional
expenses fall on the humane
society. The dog will be avail-
able for adoption once it has
healed.

The group is also still car-
ing for Sadie, a small Boxer
mix they have been trying to
place for several months.
Sadie is housebroken and gets
along well with people and
children, Roan said, but she
does not get along well with
other pets.

“She just wants a home all
to herself, I guess,” she said.

The Circle Area Humane
Society will host a yard sale
June 20-21 at its new building
and has plans for more

fundraising efforts during the
coming months.

The society also sells t-
shirts and accepts donations
through its web site at

www.circleareahumanesoci-
ety.com.
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Shelter
Continued from A1
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Bosco required surgery to remove a collar embedded in his
neck. He will be available for adoption through the humane
society once he has healed.

Theft
Continued from A1

— Staff Writer Trish Bennett
can be reached at 474-3133 or
tbennett@circlevilleherald.com

— Staff Writer Trish Bennett
can be reached at 474-3133 or
tbennett@circlevilleherald.com

Submitted photo

Dr. Jose Norberto (right), Director of Cardiothoracic Surgery
at Fairfield Medical Center, was the guest speaker at a recent
Circleville Lions Club meeting. He is a member of the
International Cardiac Care Foundation (CCCF) which is com-
prised of 40 volunteers from central Ohio hospitals who pro-
vide much-needed medical services and surgery, as well as
teaching and training to patients, their families, and medical
personnel in the Dominican Republic and other developing
countries. He is pictured with Paul Meadows.

Norberto speaks to Lions

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP)
— Gov. Ted Strickland on
Wednesday endorsed state
Treasurer Richard Cordray to
be the Democrats’ choice for
attorney general in the party’s
bid to retain the scandal-
marred office.

Strickland said Cordray is
fair, kind and a tenacious prob-
lem solver who will restore
integrity to the highest legal
position in the state.

‘‘Rich Cordray knows the
frustrations and the anxieties
of ordinary families who are
worried about money, about
their homes, about their safety
and about the future of their
children,’’ Strickland said.

Cordray says he will focus
on rebuilding the public trust,
fighting crime and protecting
the financial security of
Ohioans.

‘‘My pledge to Ohioans is

that I will stand up for them
with determination, with
respect, and with professional-
ism,’’ Cordray said.

Democrats are expected to
formally select Cordray June
21. Republicans are expected
to pick their candidate the
same day.

The parties are vying to fill
an office vacated by Democrat
Marc Dann, who resigned
May 14 in the wake of a sexu-
al harassment scandal in the
office. Voters will make the
choice in November to fill the
rest of Dann’s term, which
ends in January 2011.

Strickland appointed
Nancy Hardin Rogers, who is
on leave from her job as dean
of Ohio State University’s law
school, to be attorney general
until the winner of the election
takes office.

Two of the Republicans’

top choices, former U.S. Sen.
Mike DeWine and Franklin
County Prosecutor Ron
O’Brien, have decided they
don’t want to run.

Cordray gives the
Democrats a candidate who
has statewide name recogni-
tion.

Cordray was a state repre-
sentative from 1991 to 1993,
state solicitor from 1993 to
1994, a general practice attor-
ney, and then Franklin County
treasurer from 2002 to 2007
before being elected state trea-
surer in 2006. Republican
Betty Montgomery beat him
for attorney general in 1998.

Should Cordray win the
attorney general race,
Strickland would appoint a
replacement to finish his term
as treasurer. If Cordray loses,
he can return to his job as trea-
surer.

Governor endorses CordrayBerger
Continued from A1

But several voiced support
for the conversion process, and
such comments were greeted
by applause from a majority of
the crowd.

Circleville businessman
Harry Rubin, who has served
on governing boards associat-
ed with Berger, said the hospi-
tal has grown dramatically
over the years and that he did-
n’t see how Berger could stay
in business without converting.

A second public forum on
the conversion is scheduled for
6:30 p.m. on June 16 at
Ashville Elementary.
— Staff Writer Waylon Strickland
can be reached at 474-3133 or

wstrickland@circlevilleherald.com
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