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NANCY RADCLIFF/Circleville Herald
Randy Sanders, from left, Paul Hang and Clyde Gosnell wade through the wetlands at the Mary Virginia Crites-Hannan
Park. The three volunteers planted 800 plants, including calla, sweet flag, versacolor, pickerel and turtlehead along the
east side of the wetlands Friday morning. Gosnell, an amateur naturalist from Ashville, said “every plant is native, noth-
ing has been brought in from another country.” More plants will be added to the wetlands in stages.

The on-again-off-again
water and sewer extension
into Mary Virginia Crites-
Hannan Park met yet another
roadblock Friday as Mayor
Chuck Taylor expressed con-
cerns over the engineering
specifications for the project.

“I’m not saying they’re
wrong, but I want to make sure
they’re right,” Taylor said. “I’m
not questioning the design

engineer or
anything, but
when we
invest that
kind of
money, it
needs to be a
good invest-
ment.”

Taylor voiced the concerns
Friday when Tom Klitzka,
city council member, deliv-
ered a formal request from
council for the project to
move forward as quickly as

possible.
Taylor said he received the

plans May 5 and has just had
a chance to review them this
week. He said he intends to
have the plans reviewed by a
second engineering firm to
insure they are correct before
proceeding.

“It will be a very minimal
cost,” Taylor said. “I called an
engineering firm [Friday], but
they won’t be getting back to
us until Monday. It could be
one of several firms, I’m not

sure yet, but we want some-
one to review them and make
sure it’s right.”

The plans were engineered
by Eric Clark, Michael E.
Clark & Associates, using 12-
inch pipe as a basis for the
project, which Taylor
believes is too big for the
water volume that will be
used at the park, potentially
causing operational prob-
lems.

“That particular line is

Water extension plan stalls
Mayor concerned pipes too big for Crites-Hannan Park

By TRISH BENNETT
STAFF WRITER

NEW YORK — General
Motors Corp. on Friday told
about 1,100 dealers, or nearly
20 percent of its U.S. network,
that they will be fired by the
automaker late next year
because their sales are weak.

It is uncertain if one of the
dealerships is Harden
Chevrolet, which was informed

Thursday it would be losing its
Chrysler dealership.

“I have no comment at this
time,” said Don Harden, man-
ager of the dealership which
has been in business for 81
years in Pickaway County. Its
Main Street location features
both new and used vehicles for
sale, a service department,

parts department and body
shop.

GM’s announcement is
more bad economic news for
dealers, communities and busi-
nesses still reeling from
Chrysler’s similar nationwide
dealer cuts a day earlier. Both
automakers are scrambling to
reorganize and stay alive in a

severe recession that has devas-
tated sales of cars and trucks.

While GM doesn’t own the
dealers, its network is too big,
causing dealers to compete
with each other and giving
shoppers too much leverage to
talk down prices and hurt the
company’s future sales.

GM cutting dealer franchises
Harden doesn’t comment on local impact

Harden
Chevrolet on
Main Street
remains open
after Thursday's
announcement
of the loss of
Chrysler prod-
ucts from its
new-car inven-
tory. It is
unknown if
General Motors
also pulled the
plug on the 81-
year-old dealer-
ship.

TRISH BENNETT
The Herald
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See GM A2

J.E. Peters Inc. was select-
ed as Circleville’s first recipi-
ent of U.S. EPA Brownfield
Assessment program assis-
tance for environmental
assessment at its 327 East Mill
Street property.  

The site, owned by Ed
Peters through Peters Mill
Street LLC, was home to a
mill for sev-
eral decades,
most recently
the Manna
Pro mill, until
it was largely
destroyed by
a fire in 2008.

“The for-
mer mill property is a perfect
fit for this program,” said
Circleville mayor Chuck
Taylor.  “The site has signifi-
cant redevelopment potential
and our hope is that the
Brownfield Assessment grant
assistance will help jump start
that effort.” 

Circleville received a

Mill site
receives
federal
grant
Peters Inc. gets
money to conduct
environmental tests 

By DAVID  AMEY
EDITOR

ASHVILLE — Despite more than
a few challenges this year, Ashville’s
annual Relay for Life event to benefit
the American Cancer Society is set to
kick off at noon May 23 at Teays
Valley High School.

Though the event is scheduled for
Memorial Day weekend, chairperson
Sandra Oliver said she hopes it won’t
get lost in the rush of the holiday and
other springtime activities.

“Cancer doesn’t recognize any
holiday, so we can’t let that affect

us,” Oliver said. “We’ve got a num-
ber of things playing against us this
year, with the recession and the tim-
ing and the fact school is already out
for Teays Valley, but we’re hoping to
have just as much success this year as
we have in the past.”

The fundraising goal is set at
$45,000 for 2009, she said, and 18
teams are currently registered to par-
ticipate in the overnight walking
event.

“Our goal is the same as last year,
but our teams are down a little bit this
year,” Oliver said. “We’re going to do
the best we can, and if anyone wants

to join in, we’re happy to have them.”
Last year, the Ashville Relay

brought in $48,377.41 by the time
the event closed Sunday morning and
topped $50,000 when all pledges
were finally received.

The Ashville event is normally
held the week before Memorial Day,
according to Sue Pairan, regional
community director for the American
Cancer Society. Competition with
Teays Valley’s early summer release,
graduation and pending construction,
however, left the holiday weekend as
the only option for this year’s event.

‘Cancer doesn’t recognize any holiday’
Ashville Relay for Life scheduled for Memorial Day weekend

COLUMBUS — A potent
combination of economics and
politics has Ohio lawmakers
facing the prospect of repair-
ing a hole of at least $2 billion
in the next two-year budget in
a little over a month.

Among the factors:
Pessimistic economic fore-
casts weren’t pessimistic
enough. The Democratic-con-
trolled Ohio House increased
spending and didn’t follow
through on Gov. Ted
Strickland’s proposals to cut
spending. And the state likely
faces a ‘‘U-shaped’’ or ‘‘L-
shaped’’ economic recovery,
according to its budget direc-
tor — in other words, the
economy will either recover
slowly or it will do no better
than simply stopping its
decline.

The hole in the budget
passed by the Ohio House a
couple of weeks ago was part-
ly a function of Strickland’s
budget staff not foreseeing the

Ohio has
1 month
to fix
budget 
Economics,
politics put gap
about $2 billion

Steve Schneider (left)
helps Logann Rickards

and Cassie
Cunningham pitch a

tent Friday in Ashville
Community Park. The
fifth-grade classes of
Ashville Elementary
School camped out

overnight to celebrate
their last day of ele-

mentary school in the
Teays Valley district.
While the rest of the

district finished out the
school year Friday,

Scioto Elementary in
Commercial Point still
has two make-up days
to complete, pushing

their last day to May 19.
TRISH BENNETT
Circleville Herald

Pitchin’ in at the park

By TRISH BENNETT
STAFF WRITER

See Cancer A3

See Water A2
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See Grant A2See Budget A2
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Baseball team wins sectional 
Mustangs score four runs in first inning
on way to 5-4 victory over Huntington

Sports, Page B1

Relay team sets SVC record
The 1,600-meter relay team won a league title in record time as
the boys team finished fifth overall. The girls placed fourth overall

Sports, Page B1
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Top sixth-grade artists from Logan Elm
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Hocking, Athens, Perry Community
Action’s Head Start Program has
openings for two BUS DRIVERS, one
in Laurelville and one in Athens.
Salary is $11.36 per hour, 13 hours

per week, and 9 months a yer. Applicants must have a
High School diploma, a valid driver’s license, be
insurable, must pass a criminal background check and
drug testing and be able to obtain a CDL.
Send resumes to Debbie Lowery at Hocking, Athens,
Perry Community Action, 3 Cardaras Drive, P.O. Box 220,
Glouster, Ohio 45732. Please list the position and loca-
tion your are applying for on your resume. Deadline to
submit a resume is Thursday, May 21, 2009.
We are an equal opportunity service provider and
employer.

Working together...creating a brighter community...www.hapcap.org
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Pencils Sharpened ..............12,555
Songs .............................14,997
Runny Noses......................9,280
Papers Graded...................23,041
Children’s Books Read .........13,984
TLC ............................Unlimited

38 Years Teaching...
Retirement...PRICELESS!!!
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Horse News  (N) Access Hollywood  (N) Law & Order: Special Southland  ‘‘Westside’’ Law & Order  ‘‘Take-Out’’ News  (N) Saturday
Racing ^ ^ Victims Unit  ‘‘Crush’’ ^ (In Stereo) ^ (In Stereo) ^ ^ Night Live
News  (N) Wrld News Entertainment Tonight TTT Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire  (2005, Fantasy) Daniel Radcliffe, News Seinfeld  (In

Sat (N) (In Stereo) (TV14) ^ Rupert Grint. Voldemort lays a trap for Harry at the Triwizard Tournament. ^ Stereo) ^
News CBS News Montana Wheel of The Mentalist  ‘‘Pilot’’ (In The Mentalist  ‘‘Red 48 Hours Mystery  (N) (In 10TV News Wall to

Media  ^ Fortune  ^ Stereo) ^ John’s Friends’’ ^ Stereo) ^ Wall Sports
MLB Baseball:  Indians at Everybody- Cash Cops  (N) ^ Cops  ‘‘Odd America’s Most Wanted- News  (N) MADtv  (Series Finale)
Rays Raymond Explosion Arrests’’ ^ Fights Back (N) (In Stereo) ^
Antiques Roadshow The Lawrence Welk Keeping Keeping As Time As Time Being Being Globe Trekker  (In
‘‘Hartford, CT’’ ^ Show Up Up Goes By  ^ Goes By  ^ Served Served Stereo) ^
(5:00) Praise the Lord  ^ Greatest Heroes & In Touch With Dr. Hour of Power  (TVG) ^ Billy Graham Classic Drive Thru Travel the

Legends of the Bible  ^ Charles Stanley  (TVG) Crusades History  ^ Road  (TVG)
Legend of the Seeker Monk  ‘‘Mr. Monk Meets House  ‘‘Resignation’’ (In House  ‘‘The Jerk’’ (In Friends  ^ The King of Boston Legal  ‘‘...There’s
‘‘Fever’’ (N) (In Stereo) ^ the Candidate’’ ^ Stereo) ^ Stereo) ^ Queens  ^ Fire!’’ (In Stereo) ^

Paranormal Paranormal CSI: Miami  ‘‘Death CSI: Miami  ‘‘Slow Burn’’ CSI: Miami  ‘‘Stalkerazzi’’ The Sopranos  ‘‘Denial, The Sopranos
State  ^ State  ^ Eminent’’ (In Stereo) ^ (In Stereo) ^ (In Stereo) ^ Anger, Acceptance’’ ^ ‘‘Meadowlands’’ ^
(4:30) TTT The Last Samurai  (2003) A Westerner TTT Die Hard 2  (1990, Action) Bruce Willis, Bonnie Bedelia. TTT Terminator 3: Rise of the
learns the ways of the samurai in the 1870s. ^ Police hero spots military terrorists at D.C. airport. Machines  (2003, Science Fiction) ^
Underdog to Dogs 101  (In Stereo) It’s Me or the Dog  ‘‘The Groomer Has It  ‘‘Old Beverly Hills Groomer Groomer Has It  ‘‘Old
Wonderdog  ‘‘Oliver’’ ^ (TVPG) ^ Triplets of Terror’’ ^ Dog, New Tricks’’ (N) (N) Dog, New Tricks’’
The Real Housewives of Real Housewives of The Real Housewives of The Real Housewives of TTT The Princess Bride  (1987) Cary Elwes. A
New York City  ^ New York City Reunion New York City Reunion New Jersey  ^ stableboy in disguise sets out to rescue his beloved.

TT Captain Ron  (1992, Comedy) Kurt Russell. Nanny 911  (In Stereo) ^ Strict Parents Extreme Makeover: Home Edition  (In Stereo) ^

Paid Prog. Paid Prog. Deal or No Deal  ^ The Suze Orman Show The Suze Orman Show Deal or No Deal  ^ The Suze Orman Show

Situation Room Newsroom Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live  (TVPG) Newsroom CNN Presents  (N) ^
TZ Let’s Go to Prison  (2006, Comedy) Dax TT Employee of the Month  (2006, Comedy) Dane Cook, Jessica Dane Cook Vicious Circle  (In Stereo)
Shepard. A felon shares a jail cell with a judge’s son. Simpson. Two store clerks vie for a coveted award. ^ ^

Kardashi- Kardashi- The E! True Hollywood The Soup The Soup Saturday Night Live  (In Saturday Night Live  (In Chelsea The Soup
ans ans Story  ‘‘Rapper Wives’’ ^ Presents Presents Stereo) ^ Stereo) ^ Lately (TV14-L)

SportsCenter  (Live) ^ Kobe: Doin’ Work  (N) Baseball Tonight  (Live) ^ SportsCenter  (Live) ^

NHRA Drag Racing:  Thunder Valley Nationals Track and Field : Adidas Classic. (Live) ^ Kobe: Doin’ Work  (N)
(5:30) TTZ Jumanji  (1995, Fantasy) A sinister TTT Beetlejuice  (1988) Michael Keaton. Two Tim Burton’s Corpse Bride  (2005) Animated. A
board game puts its players in mortal jeopardy. ^ ghosts try to scare away their home’s new tenants. man weds a dead woman and sees the underworld.

America’s News HQ FOX Report Huckabee Special Programming Geraldo at Large  ^ Journal Watch

Secret Life Heavy Paula’s Party Unwrapped  ‘‘Snacks’’ Unwrapped Unwrapped Unwrapped Unwrapped Iron Chef America

Darts:  Champ. World Poker Best Damn 50 Fight League Final Score Final Score Baseball Final Score
(4:30) TTT Troy  (2004, Adventure) Brad Pitt, Eric TT Underworld: Evolution  (2006, Horror) Vampire TTZ Taking Lives  (2004) Angelina Jolie. An FBI
Bana. Achilles leads Greek forces in the Trojan War. warrior Selene seeks revenge for her betrayal. profiler helps detectives search for a killer.

GolfCentrl PGA Tour Golf : Champions -- Regions Charity Classic -- Second Round. PGA Tour Golf:  Nationwide Tour GolfCentrl

(5:00) Love  (TVPG) TTZ A Cool, Dry Place  (1998) Vince Vaughn. ^ TTT Ever After: A Cinderella Story  (1998) ^ Love Is a Four  (TVPG)

Get It Sold To Sell Curb House Divine Genevieve Color House House Top 10 Rate Design
Last Stand of the 300  ^ Modern Marvels Angels & Demons Decoded  ^ Beyond The Da Vinci Code  Author Dan Brown sets

‘‘Cheese’’ ^ forth incredible hypotheses. (TVPG-V) ^
(5:00) Her Sister’s Panic Button  (2007, Drama) A woman’s new next- Taken in Broad Daylight  (2009) The FBI conducts Taken in Broad Daylight
Keeper  (2006) (TV14-V) door neighbor becomes obsessed with her. (TV14-V) a search for abducted teen Anne Sluti. (TV14-V) ^ (2009) (TV14-V) ^

Once Upon a Prom 2008 True Life  (In Stereo) True Life  ‘‘Prom’’ ^ Real World-Road Rules Nitro Cir Nitro Cir Nitro Cir Nitro Cir

Final Report Explorer Expedition Grizzly In the Womb: Extreme Animals Expedition Grizzly
Sponge- Sponge- iCarly iCarly iCarly  (In True iCarly iCarly George George Home Home
Bob Bob (TVY7) ^ (TVY7) ^ Stereo) ^ Jackson (TVY7) ^ (TVY7) ^ Lopez  ^ Lopez  ^ Improve. Improve.
(5:00) Showdown at War of the Worlds 2: The Next Wave  Mankind The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy  A human TTZ H.G. Wells’ War of
Area 51  (TV14-L,V) ^ unites to fight against a second alien invasion. and his alien friend begin an interstellar journey. the Worlds  (2005)
The King of The King of TT Failure to Launch  (2006) A man’s parents hatch TT Monster-in-Law  (2005) Jennifer Lopez. A (:15) TT The Perfect
Queens  ^ Queens  ^ a plan to move him out of the house. ^ shrewish woman clashes with her son’s fiancee. ^ Man (2005) Hilary Duff.
(:15) TTT Blue Hawaii  (1962) Elvis Presley. An ex- TTT The Devil and Daniel Webster  (1941) Daniel Eyes in the Night  A blind detective Houston
soldier takes a job at a Hawaiian tourist agency. ^ Webster defends a farmer in a court of hell. ^ investigates an actor’s murder. Story
American Loggers  ‘‘A American Loggers  (In American Loggers American Loggers American Loggers  ‘‘Big American Loggers
Week From Hell’’ ^ Stereo) ^ ‘‘Stuck in the Muck’’ ^ ‘‘White Gold’’ ^ Freeze ... Big Trouble’’ ^ ‘‘Stuck in the Muck’’ ^
Extreme Forensics 48 Hours: Hard 48 Hours: Hard The Shift  ‘‘To Catch a The Shift  ‘‘The Ripple 48 Hours: Hard
‘‘Mined Over Matter’’ ^ Evidence  (In Stereo) ^ Evidence  (In Stereo) ^ Witness’’ (In Stereo) ^ Effect’’ (In Stereo) ^ Evidence  (In Stereo) ^

DEA (In Stereo) DEA (In Stereo) DEA ‘‘Flip The Stripper’’ DEA (TV14-L,V) DEA (TV14-L,V) DEA (TV14-L,V)
(4:00) Lara TTT G.I. Jane  (1997, Drama) Demi Moore, Viggo Mortensen. A TTT The Rock  (1996, Action) Sean Connery, Nicolas Cage. TTT G.I.
Croft-Life female Navy SEALs recruit completes rigorous training. ^ Alcatraz Island terrorists threaten to gas San Francisco. ^ Jane  (1997)

League League Total Dra Total Dra Total Dra 6TEEN 6TEEN 6TEEN King of Hill King of Hill The PJs  ^ Boondocks

World Poker Tour  (TVPG-L) ^ Man/Food Man/Food Extreme Pig Outs  ^ Brown Brown The Amazing Race 14
Bonanza  ‘‘The Blood Bonanza  ‘‘The Wooing of Andy Andy Andy Andy Andy Andy M*A*S*H  ^ M*A*S*H ^
Line’’ ^ Abigail Jones’’ ^ Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith
NCIS ‘‘Smoked’’ (In NCIS ‘‘Blowback’’ (In NCIS ‘‘Friends and NCIS ‘‘Dog Tags’’ (In NCIS ‘‘Internal Affairs’’ (In Law & Order: Criminal
Stereo) ^ Stereo) ^ Lovers’’ (In Stereo) ^ Stereo) ^ Stereo) ^ Intent  ‘‘In Treatment’’ ^

Songs of ’90s Songs of ’90s Songs of ’90s Charm School Work Gotti’s Way Daisy of Love  (In Stereo)

20/20 ‘‘Who Killed Aliza?’’ 20/20 ^ Locator Locator Locator Locator Save Life Save Life Save Life Save Life
TTT Great Balls of Fire!  (1989) Dennis Quaid. The TTT Sweet Dreams  (1985, Biography) Jessica Lange, Ed Harris. TTT Living Proof: The Hank
life and career of ’50s rock ’n’ roller Jerry Lee Lewis. Based on the life and career of country singer Patsy Cline. ^ Williams Jr. Story  (1983) (TVPG) ^

Phineas Zack & Zack & Hannah Jonas  (N) Wizards- Hatching Pete  A teen dons a chicken Phineas Wizards- Hannah
and Ferb  ^ Cody Cody Montana  ^ (TVG) ^ Place suit to become a high-school mascot. and Ferb  ^ Place Montana  ^

(:15) TT The Bucket List  (2007) Dying men make a TT Get Smart  (2008) Steve Carell. Agent Maxwell Jim Jefferies: I Swear to TTZ Desperado  (1995)
list of things to do before they expire. ‘PG-13’ ^ Smart battles the KAOS crime syndicate. ‘PG-13’ ^ God  (N) (In Stereo) ^ Antonio Banderas. ‘R’ ^
(4:00) (:20) Deception  (2008) An accountant (:15) T Valentine  (2001, Horror) A killer seeks TZ 10,000 B.C. (2008) A prehistoric man must save
Harry P joins an underground sex club. ^ revenge against four women who humiliated him. ‘R’ his beloved from evil warlords. ‘PG-13’ ^
TTT 1408 (2007, Horror) A skeptical author spends The Tudors  (iTV) (In Boxing  (iTV) Edison Miranda vs. Andre Ward. From Oakland, Chapter 27
a night in a reputedly haunted hotel room. ‘PG-13’ ^ Stereo) ^ Calif. (Live) (2007) ^
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‘’Too many dealers, in actu-
ality, are a problem,’’ Mark
LaNeve, GM’s vice president of
North American sales and mar-
keting, said in a conference call
with reporters.

GM declined to reveal which
dealers will be eliminated and
left it up to franchise owners to
report the decision to customers.

The cuts are part of a larger
GM plan to drop 2,600, or near-
ly 42 percent of its 6,200 dealer-
ships as the automaker tries to
restructure outside of bankrupt-
cy court and become profitable
again. Thousands of jobs will
likely be lost and governments
will lose untold dollars in tax
revenue as dealerships are
forced to close.

Besides the 1,100 dealership
cuts, the company will provide
updates to about 470 Saturn,
Hummer and Saab dealerships
on the status of those brands,
which it plans to sell.

Friday’s cuts will not be the
last. GM said it expects to lose
more dealers through attrition.

Ultimately, about 90 percent of
the remaining dealerships will
stay with GM, the company said.

FedEx letters bearing the bad
news began arriving Friday
morning at GM franchises
around the country. The letter
states that dealers were judged
on sales, customer service
scores, location, condition of
facilities and other criteria.

However, the letter left open
the possibility that the decision
could be reversed.

‘’Please understand that our
planning in this regard is not
finalized, and we are prepared to
give you until the end of the
month to submit any informa-
tion you would like us to see,’’
the letter said.

Both Chrysler and GM say
they are cutting the number of
dealers because they have too
many outlets that are too close to
each other, and the competition
drives down prices. But as the
ranks of dealers thin and compe-
tition decreases, that likely will
mean higher prices for car and
truck buyers.

As GM and Chrysler lost
market share to Japanese and
other overseas brands, the

automakers, as well as Ford
Motor Co., ended up with too
many dealerships. Many are
barely getting by and can’t
afford to upgrade their facilities
or hire the best personnel to
compete with the Japanese, who
have far fewer dealerships.

With fewer dealers, con-
sumers won’t see as much com-
petition, said Aaron Bragman,
an automotive industry analyst
with the consulting firm IHS
Global Insight.

GM knows it will lose sales
in the short-term, but over the
long haul, fewer dealers will
mean higher per-vehicle profits,
Bragman said.

In the 1980s, GM, Chrysler
and Ford controlled more than
75 percent of U.S. sales, but that
dropped to 48 percent last year.
GM alone held nearly 51 per-
cent of the market in 1962, but
only 22 percent last year.

Bragman said GM likely will
go into bankruptcy protection on
June 1, but it’s starting to nego-
tiate deals ahead of the filing to
speed up the Chapter 11
process.

Herald editor David Amey
contributed to this report.

GM
Continued from A1

Submitted photo

The 2009 Friends of the Library board members are pictured from left: standing, Lynn Kraus, Sharynn Blecha, Melissa Mabe,
Marge McNeilly,Weta Mae Leist, Gary Wasmer, Carol Albright; seated, Rose Jamison, Nancy Evans, Sandy Edgar, Carol Mader,
Carol Ann Bowling. Not pictured, Marilyn Johnson.

Friends of the Library board

Submitted

Thomas Calton (pictured), Colton
Weekley (pictured), Lee Binkley
and Danielle Parkins are Logan
Elm’s Outstanding Sixth Grade Art
Students for the year. Calton, son
of Wendall and Betty Calton of
Tarlton, was chosen from Salt
Creek Elementary. Weekley, son of
Russell and Angela Weekley of
Laurelville, was chosen from
Laurelville Elementary. Lee
Binkley, son of Jim and Teresa
Binkley of Circleville, was chosen
from Pickaway Elementary.
Parkins, daughter of Danielle
Parkins of Stoutsville was, chosen
from Washington Elementary. The
young artists were recognized at
the McDowell Exchange School
Spring Music Concert and Art
Festival on Tuesday May 12.

part of the city’s master plan,
so that’s the reason it’s sized
the way it is,” Clark said. “It’s
also listed as a future potential
water tower site, and the rest of
the water line out there is the
same size.”

Clark said he had no idea
how long a second review of
the design plans would take or
how much it may cost the city,
but he did not consider it an
unusual request.

“It’s pretty typical if there’s
not an engineer on staff to have

them reviewed,” he said.
Klitzka said the mayor

wants to get back to council by
the middle of next week to
address his concerns and
options in more detail.

“The conversation went
well and was very profession-
al,” Klitzka said. “Our biggest
concern is all the various
delays in vetoes and overrides
and attempts to derail the park
project itself. I think council
will have additional discus-
sion to see if it wants to move
on this now or wait. It needs to
be out of his office and mov-
ing forward the sooner the bet-
ter.”

Water
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$400,000 grant from the U.S.
EPA in 2008 to identify
Brownfield properties in the
City and cover the cost of con-
ducting environmental assess-
ments for property owners.  

“The City of Circleville and
the Pickaway Progress
Partnership are handling the
program’s roll-out,”  said Nate
Green, economic development
director.

Informational sessions on
the Brownfield Assessment
program will be held at 9 a.m.
Monday, May 18,  and 11 a.m.

Tuesday, May 26.  Both meet-
ings will be held in the meet-
ing room at Circleville Fire
Station No. 1, 586 North Court
Street. 

The EPA defines a
Brownfield site as real proper-
ty, the expansion, redevelop-
ment or reuse of which may be
complicated by the presence or
potential presence of a haz-
ardous substance, pollutant or
contaminant, according to
Green.

Most often, Brownfield
sites are former industrial
properties and gas stations, but
can also result from other uses
that involve hazardous sub-
stances.

“One of the primary goals
of the program is to provide
property owners with assis-
tance that offsets some of the
financial challenges associated
with cleaning up and redevel-
oping Brownfield sites,” he
said.  “Many of these sites
have the potential to be job
creating properties once they
are free from harmful pollu-
tants.”

The City and P3 are also
able to help property owners
apply for federal and state
funding to remediate the
sites.

For more information on
the program, please contact P3
at 740-420-6498.

Grant
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depths of the recession.
The revenue model the gov-

ernor used to craft his budget
plan was pessimistic, forecast-
ing $2.4 billion less in tax rev-
enue in the 2011 fiscal year
than in the 2008 fiscal year.
But based on recent perfor-
mance, lawmakers are still
likely in for an even more neg-
ative forecast before they
begin to work out difference
between the House and Senate
budget plans.

‘‘The reality is, everybody

has been wrong,’’ Strickland
Budget Director Pari Sabety
told the Senate Finance com-
mittee in testimony on May 7.

Flawed economic forecasts
have also blown a hole in the
budget in a more indirect way.
The House budget plan for the
next two years called for the
spending of the roughly $1 bil-
lion rainy-day fund the state
maintains for budget crunches.
But the final months of the
current budget period that ends
June 30 drastically underper-
formed expectations, and a
good chunk, if not all, of that
money will likely be used to
balance the current budget.

Budget
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